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W  TE  have  already  fo  many  pub- 
f  lications  on  the  Venereal 
Difea.fe  in  the  Englifh  language,  that 
it  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  fuper- 
fiuous  to  add  the  fentiments  of  a 
foreign  writer,  on  the  fubjed:.  But 
they  v/ho  are  converfant  with  the 
publications,  that  have  appeared  of 
late  years  in  this  way,  will  be  ready, 
it  is  prefumed  to  acknowledge,  that 
the  generality  of  them  have  been  put 
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out  merely  to  recommend  an  author 
or  a  noftrum  to  the  public  :  Where- 
as, the  following  work  which  appears 
to  have  been  written  on  the  moft 
laudable  motives,  will  be  found  to 
contain  many  ufeful  and  important 
practical  hints,  together  with  many 
marks  of  a  deep  and  comprehenfive 
knowledge  of  chymiftry.  The  au- 
thor of  it  who  is  a  man  of  rank,  and 
who  has  had  a  very  long  and  exten- 
five  experience  in  his  profeffion,  com- 
municates his  difcoveries  in  the  moft 
liberal  manner  and  without  referve. 

The  great  commendations  that 
have  been  given  on  the  Continent  to 
the  original,  will,  it  is  hoped,  re- 
commend this  tranflation  of  it.  The 
work  was  publiflied  in  France  at  the 
king's   prefs,  and  at  the  expence  of 

govern- 
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government,  and  the  cure  by  fumi- 
gation is  found  to  be  fo  eafy  and 
effedual ;  and  at  the  lame  time,  at- 
tended with  fo  little  expence,  that  it 
bids  fair  to  be  foon  adopted  in  all  the 
French  military  hofpitals  in  the  room 
of  Keyfer's  pills,  which,  for  fome 
yeare  paft,  have  been  in  fo  much 
vogue. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  add,  that  the 
celebrated  M.  Macquer,  who  per- 
formed the  office  of  cenfor  to  this 
work,  fpeaks  of  it  in  the  following 
terms. 


<c 

cc 
cc 


^'  I  have  read,  by  order  of  the 
Lord  Keeper  of  the  feals,  a  manu- 
fcript,  entitled,  A  new  Method  of 
curi7ig  the  Venereal  Difeafe  by  Fu- 
migation^ &^c..  by  the  Chevalier  de 
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Lalonette^  of  the  King  s  order ^  and 
DoEior  Regent  of  the  faculty  of 
phyfic  at  Parisy  &^c.  And  I 
think  that  the  publication  of  this 
work  cannot  fail  to  be  of  the  great- 
eft  utility,  as  well  on  account  of 
the  chymical  refearches,  and  in- 
quiries it  contains  on  the  purifica- 
tions and  moft  effential  preparati- 
ons of  mercury,  as  on  account  of 
the,  perfection  the  author  has  gi- 
ven to  a  method  of  curing  the 
Venereal  Difeafe,  which  claims  all 
the  attention  of  perfons  of  the  pro- 
feffion.  Dated  at  Paris,  the  3d 
of  December,  1775." 

Macquer. 


A 

NEW     METHOD 


OF    CURING    THE 


VENEREAL    DISEASE 

B  Y 

FUMIGATION, 

CHAPTER    THE    FIRST. 

PLAN  OF  THE  WORK. 

^fpHERE  are  few  difeafes,  the  efFe61;s 
^  of  which  are  more  felt  by  fociety 
than  thofe  of  the  Venereal  difeafe. — The 
other  evils  which  attack  mankind,  very 
often  affe6l  only  individuals. — This  feems 
to  include  the  fpecies  in  general — They 
are  perhaps  only  felt  at  intervals,  whereas 
this  is  every  day  renewed. — It  taints  as 
it  were  the  very  fource  of  life,  and  def- 
cends  from  one  generation  to  another,!— 
And  what  adds  to  its  horrors  is,  that  in 

B  pro- 
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proportion  to  its  propagation,  it  difguifes 
its  appearance,  and  eludes  all  the  pur- 
fuits  of  art. — No  objeft  feems  more  worthy 
than  this  to  fix  the  attention  of  govern- 
ment.— To  preferve  the  prefent  genera- 
tion to  the  flate,  and  to  prepare  it  a  fu- 
ture race  which  fhall  be  more  healthy 
and  vigorous,  are  the  objefts  of  medicine, 
in  the  treatment  of  a  difeafe  which  attacks 
tnen  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  deprives 
their  country  of  thofe  fervices,  and  of 
thofe  defcendants  from  them,  which  fhe 
had  a  right  to  expeft. — Diminiihed  popu- 
lation, degeneration  of  the  fpecies,  weak- 
nefs  in  the  ftate  by  being  deprived  of  fo 
many  fubjefts. — Thefe  are  the  effefts  of 
this  cruel  difeafe. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  defcribe  or 
inquire  into  the  caufes,  the  figns,  or  the 
prognoftics  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe. — 
Thefe  matters  have  already  fufficiently 
employed  the  moft  celebrated  men,  a- 
mongft  whom  M.  Aftruc  feems  deferved- 
ly  to  hold  the  firft  place.— That  learned 
and   illuftrious  phyfician   has  defcribed 

the 
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the  hiflory  and  charafter  of  this  difeafe 
with  fo  much  genius  and  learning,  that  I 
beheve  it  would  not  be  poflible  for  us  to 
extend  our  knowledge  on  this  fubje^l, 
beyond  the  bounds  he  has  marked  out. 

I  mean  only  to  examine  the  different 
modes  of  treatment  which  have  been 
formerly  employed,  or  which  are  flill 
in  ufe  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe — to 
obferve  the  eife6ls  of  each  of  the  remedies 
that  are  employed,  and  after  comparing 
the  advantages  and  inconveniencies  of 
each  method  ;  point  out  fufficient  reafons 
drawn  from  experience,  for  determining 
us  in  the  choice  of  that  which  claims  the 
preference. 


B  2  CHAP- 


C    4    ] 


CHAP.    IL 

Of  FRICTIONS., 

PHYSICIANS  ran  through  the  two 
extremes  of  this  mode  of  treatment 
jbefore  they  fixed  on  any  method, 

CFor  a  long  time,  they  were  aGCuftomed 
apply  the  mercurial  ointment  in  very 
large  dofes,  leaving  but  very  fliort  inter^ 
vals  between  the  frictions.  By  thefe 
means  they  defignediy  excited  a  long  and 
exceilive  falivation,  which  exhaufted  the 
flrength  of  the  patient,  produced  ulcera- 
tions of  the  tongue  and  infide  pf  the 
cheeks,  deftroyed  the  gums,  and  caufed 
the  teeth  to  fall  out.  Sometimes, ,  the  mer- 
cury being  determined  to  the  inteflines, 
pccafioned  almoft  incurable  dyfentery. — 
To  avoid  thefe  effe6i:s,  the  mercury  was 
exhibited  in  fmaller  dofes.— They  left 
greater  intervals  between  the   frictions, 

an4 
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and  excited  a  more  moderate  falivation. 
By  this  method  they  managed  to  introit 
duce  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury  into 
the  mafs  of  blood,  without  occafioning 
fuch  violent  fymptons  as  were  the  refult 
of  the  former  one. — They  were  very  pro- 
perly convinced,  that  a  certain  quantity 
of  the  remedy  was  neceffary  to  dellroy 
the  virus  effeftually. 

At  length,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs 
of  this  fecond  method,  a  third  was  at- 
tempted of  extreme  mildnefs. — The  mer- 
cury was  applied  in  very  fmall  dofes, 
and  by  the  length  of  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  friftions,  and  by  the  frequent 
ufe  of  gentle  purgatives,  falivation  was 
prevented.  As  to  the  reft,  they  exafted 
but  little  preparation.  The  regimen  was 
by  no  means  rigid,  and  the  patient  was 
not  debarred  going  into  the  air  as  ufual, 
provided  the  ftate  of  his  general  health, 
the  climate,  and  feafon,  feemed  to  permit 
it.     This  laft  m^hod  has  been  named^ 

The 
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The  violent  and  fatal  efFe6ls  of  the  firfl 
of  thefe  methods,  has  caufed  it  to  be  uni- 
verfally  profciibed  throughout  Europe. 
on  the  other  hand  the  great  convenience 
of  the  laft,  quickly  procured  it  many  parti- 
fans. — but  foon  they  perceived,  that  it  was 
by  no  means  fo  infallible  as  it  was  con- 
venient, and  altho'  it  ftill  may  have  its 
friends,  it  will  be  acknowledged,  I  be- 
lieve, that  in  general  they  are  to  be 
rather  met  with,  amongft  thofe  wliofe  in- 
terefl  leads  them  to  flatter  the  eafe  of  their 
patients,  than  amongft  thofe  phyficians 
who  are  jealous  of  the  horjour  of  their 
art  and  wifh  for  the  de(lru6lion  of  a  dif- 
eafe  which  is  fo  fatal  to  the  human 
fpecies. 

frhe  generality  of  phyficians,  therefore, 
feem  to  have  £xed  themfelves  to  the 
fecond  method,  in  which  the  frictions 
hold  as  it  were  a  middle  rank  between 
the  ftrong  ones  which  were  unneceifarily 
applied  in  the  firfl:  method,  and  thofe  by 
extin6lion. — This  fecond  method  however 
is  not  without  its   inconveniencies.    If 

the 
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the  patient  rubs  in  the  mercury  himfelf, 
he  foon  tires,  and  the  friftion  is  incom- 
plete.— If  it  is  an  ajfliftant  who  does  this^ 
the  fame  inconvenience  may  happen.— 
It  often  occurs  that  the  texture  of  the 
flcin   prevents   the  particles  of  mercury 
from  penetrating  through  its  pores,  and 
the  ointment,  which  keeps  them  divided, 
becomes  an  obftacle  to  their  paflage. — 
Hence  it  may  happen  that  too  httle  mer- 
cury will  be  introduced  into  the  blood, 
and  there  will  be  always  uncertainty  as 
to    the   quantity  that   is  abforbed,    and 
very  often  little  or  no  diminution  of  the 
fymptoms.      On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
texture  of  the^  fkin  is  very  loofe  and  the 
ointment  is  applied  with  force,  the  par- 
ticles of  mercury  will  be  eafily  abforbed, 
and  will  be  liable  to  ftimulate  the  fecne- 
tory  organs,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
temperament  of  the  patient,  &c. — Even  in 
this  method,  there  will  often  be  exceflive 
falivation,    diarrhoea,     &c.    which   will 
weaken  the  patient  and  render  it  impof- 
fible  for  him   to   receive   the   neceffary 

quantity 
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quantity  of  the  remedy.  As  we  are 
often  obliged  to  repeat  the  friclidns,  after 
the  ointment  has  been  rubbed  on  every 
part  of  the  body,  the  greafe  and  filth 
which  remain  upon  the  fkin,  are  often  an 
obftacle  to  the  farther  admiffion  of  mer- 
cury.— We  may  add  to  this,  that  the  pa- 
tients linen,  becoming  imbibed  with  greafe 
and  fweat,  incommodes  him  by  its  foetid 
odour,  and  infeds  the  air  he  breathes. 
This  inconvenience  may  be  avoided  by 
perfons  in  eafy  circumftances,  but  every 
body  knows  that  it  is  unavoidable  in 
hofpitals.  Befides,  as  we  are  all  of  us 
in  fome  degree  flaves  to  cuftom,  we 
are  apt  very  often  to  reckon  on  the 
a6lion  of  mercury  which  is  perhaps 
Itill  adhering  to  the  furface  of  the 
body,  or  to  the  linen  that  covers 
it. 

Thefe  are  not  the  only  inconvenien- 
cies.  There  are  other  and  more  power- 
ful ones  which  depend  on  the  nature 
of  the  remedy,  and  of  which   we    fhall 

make 
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make  mention  hereafter.  We  mufl 
therefore  not  be  furprized  if  phyficians 
have  fought  after  fome  other  means  of 
adminiftermg  mercury,  by  rendering  it 
proper  to  be  taken  internally. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP    III. 


Of  MERCURY  taken  internally. 


nPHE  efficacy  of  Mercury  being  once 
"^  known,  it  was  eafily  conceived  that 
it  might  be  poffible  to  introduce  it  into 
the  mafs  of  blood  through  the  primse  viae. 
This  fyftem  gave  rife  to  all  the  various 
preparations  which  have  been  at  different 
times  introduced  into  ufe,  fuch  as  calo- 
mel, panaceas,  different  kinds  of  cethiops, 
cinnabar,  and  various  precipitates,  &c, 
but  it  was  foon  acknowledged  by  the 
more  difcerning,  that  all  thefe  remedies 
being  almoft  wholly  infoluble,  afted 
chiefly  on  the  organs  of  digeflion,  fb  that 
commonly,  only  a  very  fmall  portion  of 
them  palfed  into  the  mafs  of  blood. 
Sometimes  indeed  it  happened,  that  by  a 
particular  difpofition  of  the  abforbing 
yelfels,  or  by  the   affillance  of  a  more 
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abundant  fluid  too  much  of  them  was 
taken  up,  and  thus  occafioned  fwelhng  of 
the  glands,  eroiions  of  the  mouth  and 
tongue,  and  very  often,  falivations  which' 
were  difficult  to  be  flopped.  If  on  the 
other  hand,  thefe  medicines  remained  too 
long  in  the  flomach  or  inteftines,  they  pro- 
duced difagreeable  accidents;  fuchasnau- 
fea,  vomiting,  colic,  diarrhoea,  dyfentery, 
eroiions,  and  even  ulcerations,  throughout 
the  whole  inteflinal  canal. 

Some  phyficians,  with  the  hopes  of  in- 
troducing this  remedy  more  eafily  into 
the  mafs  of  blood,  gave  a  folution  of  Mer- 
cury in  the  nitrous  acid,  in  very  fmall  do- 
fes  of  a  few  drops,  in  fome  proper  vehicle. 
They  gradually  increafed  the  dofe,  until 
the  falivation  began  to  take  place,  and  then 
they  went  back,  and  gradually  diminiflied 
it,  till  all  the  fymptoms  disappeared.  I 
have  feen  this  remedy  ufed  both  in  Ger- 
many and  at  Paris,  but  the  horrid  acci- 
dents it  gave  rife  to,  foon  caufed  it  to  be 
abandoned.  The  corrofive  fublimate,  as 
dangerous,  perhaps,  as  all  the  other  reme- 
C  2  dies 
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dies  of  this  clafs,  was  likewife  brought 
into  ufe.  The  faciUty  with  which  it  was 
taken,  and  fome  few  cures  effefted  by  it 
in  fkilful  hands,  foon  gave  it  reputation, 
to  the  misfortune  of  humanity.  The 
learned  Boerhaave  had  mentioned  this 
poifon,  asapowerful  remedy,  which  might 
fucceed  in  fome  defperate  difeafes.  He 
recommended  it,  indeed,  to  be  directed 
only  by  the  hands  of  experienced  and 
prudent  phyficians ;  but  he  ought  furely 
to  have  fore  fee  n,  that  it  would  not  fail 
to  be  adminiflered  by  the  ralh  and  the  ig- 
norant. M.  Aftruc  could  not  refrain  from 
blaming  that  great  man  for  having  thus 
brought,  as  it  were,  .to  light,  a  remedy  of 
this  nature,  w^hich  he  compares  to  putting 
a  weapon  of  death  into  the  hands  of  a  mad- 
man. The  fame  Aftruc  has  obferved,  that 
the  dofe  we  are  able  to  give  of  this  reme- 
dy, contains  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  Mercu- 
ry, that  there  does  not  feem  to  be  any 
probability  of  its  being  able  to  deftroy 
the  Venereal  virus.  He  might  have  added. 
to  this,  that  it  is  not  from  the  proportion 
of  Mercury  that  enters  into  the  fublimate, 

that 
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that  its  aftioti  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  is 
to  be  explahied.  Is  it  then,  to  be  afcribed 
to  the  marine  acid  with  which  it  is  uni- 
ted ?  but  this  has  no  fpecific  property  a- 
gainft  the  virus.  We  mufl  therefore  con-- 
ckide,  that  the  fubftance  which  refults 
from  the  combination  of  thefe  two,  acts 
neither  as  Mercury,  nor  as  marine  acid, 
but  as  a  comppfition  of  thofe  two  bodies. 
It  is  exceedmgiy  acrid  to  the  tafte.  The 
Mercury  is  not  at  hberty  in  this  compofi- 
tion :  it  has  loft  its  moveable  property, 
and,  however  much  we  dilute  the  corro- 
.five  fublimate,  the  Mercury  ftill  continues 
to  be  infeparable  from  the  marine  acid, 
and  conftantly  preferves  its  character  of 
aftringency  and  corrofivenefs. 

What  baneful  effefts,  then,  may  we  not 
expeft  from  (uch  a  remedy,  when  inli* 
nuatedinto  the  minute  capillary  vefTeis,  to 
which  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  attach  itfelf, 
and  exercife  uDon  thefe  the  fame  effects 

i. 

which  it  would  produce  upon  the  more 
folid  parts  of  the  fyflem,  if  applied  in 
greater  quantity. 

The 
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The  corrofive  fublimate  is  fo  cauftic, 
that  if  applied  to  the  flefh,  the  glands,  or 
the  bones,  it  occalions  an  efchar,  and  de- 
ftroys  their  organization.  If  it  is  diifolved' 
in  a  fmall  quantity  of  water,  it  produces 
the  fame  efFefts,  though  more  flowly.  If 
the  folution  is  more  diluted,  it  becomes, 
indeed,  lefs  corrofive ;  but  it  is  always  too 
much  fo,  for  parts  that  poifefs  great  delica- 
cy and  fenlibihty. 

We  may  deduce  the  efFefts  of  this  re- 
medy ufed  internally,  from  thofe  which 
we  fee  it  produce,  when  applied  to  the 
fungous  flefh  of  wounds.  If  we  wafh 
them  with  this  folution,  they  become  pale, 
and  the  fuppuration,  that  follows,  is  fani- 
ous.  A  flight  efchar  is  foon  formed  on 
the  part,  which,  after  a  day  or  two,  falls 
off,  and  thus,  by  repeating  the  application 
of  the  fubhmate,  we  at  length  reach  the 
found  and  firm  flefh.  The  fkin  around 
the  wound  advances  gradually,  and  when 
the  fungous  flefh  is  completely  removed, 
the  cicatrix  approaches  infenfibly  towards 
the  center.     This  proves  to  us,  that  this 

remedy 
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remedy,  although  diluted,  has  the  proper- 
ty of  deilroying  flowly,  foftand  infenfible 
parts;  toproduce  on  them  a  kindof  efchar; 
to  diminifli  the  diameter  of  their  vefTels; 
to  pufn  out  of  them  the  fluid  which  circu- 
lates through  them;  and  at  length  to  oblite- 
rate them,  ib  that  they  become  altogether 
clofed,.  It  acls  therefore  asadeliccative; 
if  it  be  diflolved  in  a  fpirituous  liquor,  it 
will  be  (till  more  lb. 

What  is  thus  effecled  externally,  is  the 
pifture  of  what  is  going  on  within.  Ought 
we  then  to  be  furpnzed  if  the  fublimate 
when  received  mto  the  fiomach,  ihould  fo 
irritate  and  flimulate  its  delicate  and  fenfi- 
ble  membranes,  as  to  injure  its  funft ions, 
andoccaiion  naufea,  vomitings,  violent co- 
hcs,  and  fometimes  even convul lions.  We 
may  fay  more  than  this :  we  may  add,  that 
fo  far  from  refolving  the  infpiffated  lymph 
i't  will  produce  a  contrary  effed,  by  tend- 
ing to  condenfe  it  ftill  more,  and  thus  oc- 
caiioning  effeds,  very  oppoiite  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  phy  fician.  All  this  is  proved 
by  the  eafieft  experiments.    If  we  add 

only 
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only  a  weak  folution  of  the  fablimate  to 
the  lymphatic  part  of  the  blood,  and  ex- 
pofe   it  to  the  degree  of  animal  heat,  it 
will  very  quickly  condenfe  and  coagulate. 
The  dangers  refulting  from  this  remedy, 
feeni  to  be  much  greater  than  phylicians 
have  been  aware  of.     I  have  had  occafion 
to  fee  a  great  number  of  patients  who  had 
ufed  it  with  great  precaution,  and  yet 
were  attacked  with  naufea,  colics  in  the 
epigaftric  region,  and  fome times  through 
the    whole    abdomen.       The    Venereal 
fymptoms  had  perhaps  difappeared,  but 
the  patients    were    languid ;  their  appe- 
tite   was    depraved ;    they    had    naufea, 
great  difficulty  of  digeflion,  a  flow  fever, 
and    conllantly    complained   of  pains  a- 
bout  the  ftomach: — fometimes  a  violent 
diarrhoea,  and  at  others,  a  loathing  of  all 
food,  together  with  vomiting,  continued 
for  two  or   three   days.     At  length,   in 
fome  cafes,  there  came  on  an  almofl  total 
retention  of  the  aliment,   oceafioned  by 
the  refiflance  of  the  pylorus. 
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I  have  opened  the  bodies  of  feveral 
who  died  in  this  way,  and  I  have  in  fome, 
found  the  pylorus  fo  contraded,  that  it 
would  hardly  admit  a  common  probe ;  it 
appeared  like  an  efchar ;  and  this  fome- 
times  extended  to  the  duodenum,  which 
was  affeded  in  the  like  manner.  I 
have  fometimes  found  the  mefentery  and 
mefocolon  indurated  and  thickened,  and 
even  .the  coats  of  the  inteftines  themfelves 
fo  imbibed  by  this  cauftic  liquor,  that  I 
was  able  to  remove  them  with  great  eafe, 
as  it  were,  by  layers.  The  pancreas  was 
hard,  fchirrous,  and  in  fome  degree,  fria- 
ble :  in  others  who  had  died  cOnfumptive 
after  taking  the  fublimate,  I  have  found 
the  lungs  hard  and  fchirrous,  with  all  the 
bronchial  glands,  tumefied  and  hardened, 
and  the  internal  furface  of  the  lungs  co- 
vered with  a  purulent  fanies.  The  glands 
of  the  mefentery,  the  axillary  glands,  and 
thofe  which  accompany  the  jugular  veins, 
were  like  wife  enlarged,  and  extremely 
hard. 

D  There 
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There  are  certain  cafes,  however,  in 
which  I  will  acknowledge  that  this  folu- 
tion,  ufed  with  great  difcretion,  may  prove 
falutary  ;  as  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  for 
example,  when  complicated  with  fcorbu- 
tic  diathelis,  or  with  the  rickets.  But  in 
general,  I  am  convinced,  that  it  ought  to 
be  banifhed  from  the  medicine,  at  lead, 
of  this  climate. 

« 

It  is  polTible,  that  in  cold  and  damp 
countries,  that  abound  with  woods  and 
marfhes,  where  the  air  that  the  inhabitants 
breathe,  tends  to  produce  a  general  re- 
laxation, this  remedy  may  be  of  fpme  uti- 
lity, not  only  in  Venereal  complaints,  but 
likewife  in  fcurvy,  which  we  know  is  of- 
ten complicated  with  it.  It  is  certain, 
on  the  contrary,  that  in  our  climates, 
where  the  air  is  more  fharp  and  dry,  and 
its  temperature  lefs  cold  and  humid,  our 
bodies  are  of  courfe  more  fenfible  and 
elaftic  ;  and  therefore,  in  general,  do  not 
admit  of  fo  irritating  a  remedy,  without 
being  violently  affeded  by  it. 

Bifeafes 
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Difeafes  of  the  breaft  were  never  fo 
frequent  as  iince  the  ufe  of  corrofive  fu- 
bhmate  has  been  introduced.  The  quacks 
have  employed  it  with  temerity,  and 
have  united  it  with  different  ingredients, 
in  order  to  difguife  its  nature— but  the 
diforders  it  has  produced  in  their  hands, 
have  not  been  the  lefs  fatal. 

To  avoid  therefore  thefe  dangers,  I 
have  prepared  a  mercurial  liquor  which 
I  will  defcribe  hereafter ;  It  enjoys  all 
the  advantages  of  corrohve  fublimate, 
without  being  liable  to  any  of  its  incon- 
veniencies. — I  will  prove  the  truth  of 
this,  by  expofing  its  analyfis,  and  relating 
the  happy  effefts  it  conftantly  produces. 

I  fhall  fay  but  little  of  Keyfer's  pills 
which  have  been  fo  much  in  voa;ue,  not 
only  at  Paris,  but  in  the  provinces  and 
military  hofpitals. — Almoil  every  body 
is  now  able  to  judge  of  their  fuccefs.  It 
is  certain  that  they  have  operated  cures 
D  2  in 
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in  the  firfl  and  fecond  ftages  of  the  Vene- 
real difeafe,  but  in  cafes  of  inveterate 
pox  they  have  been  ufually  of  no  efficacy. 
When  given  with  circumfpedion,  they 
have  occafioned  but  few  accidents.  But 
the  indifcretion  of  patients,  to  whom  they 
have  been  too  often  intrufted,  and  who 
took  them  as  they  themfelves  thought 
proper,  or  the  imprudence  of  thofe  who 
adminiflered  them,  have  produced  very 
alarming  fymptoms ;  fuch  as  vomitings, 
depraved  appetite,  lofs  of  flefh;  and  fome- 
times,  fpitting  of  blood,  falivation,  long 
and  obilinate  diarrhoea,  and  at  length 
confumption. 

If  we  confider  the  nature  of  this  reme- 
dy, we  fhall  fee  clearly  that  it  refults 
frona  a  combination  of  the  acetous  acid 
with  mercury.  This  fait  is  indeed  lefs 
cauflic  than  corrofive  fublimate,  but  flill 
it  is  fufficiently  fo  to  produce  all  the  ef- 
fe£ls  which  are  often  juflly  afcribed  to 
it, 

We 
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We  will  then  repeat  once  more  what 
we  before  alTerted,  that  in  whatever  way 
we  adminifter  mercury  internally,  we 
can  never  be  aflured  of  its  introducing 
itfelf  into  the  mafs  of  blood,  nor  of  its 
diflributing  itfelf  to  all  the  parts  of 
the  body.  If  it  is  diffolved  in  any 
mineral  acid,  its  firft  afl;ion  will  be 
on  the  organs  of  digeftion,  and  by  its 
corrolive  property,  it  will  be  enabled  to 
irritate  the  orifices  of  all  the  minute  vef- 
fels  which  open  into  the  inteftinal  canal. 
We  know  that  it  is  the  funftion  of  thofe 
orifices,  to  abforb  from  the  alimen- 
tary mafs,  the  juices  proper  for  nutrition. 
Of  courfe,  if  thefe  minute  orifices  are 
too  much  conft rifted,  as  they  will  necef- 
farily  be,  much  .lefs  juice  will  pafs  into 
the  mafs  of  blood. — The  body  will  there- 
fore wade.  Be  fides,  the  corrofive  quali- 
ty of  thefe  folutions  will  deftroy  the  or- 
gans of  digeflion,  or  at  leaft  vitiate  their 
organization.  If  any  portion  of  them  is 
carried  with  the  nutritious  juices  into 
the  fyftem,  the  accidents,  we  have  already 
fpoken  of,  will  follow.   If  the  mercury  is 

given 
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given  in  a  faline  form,  it  can  aft  only  in 
proportion  as  it  is  dilTolved,  and  in  that 
cafe  it  will  produce  the  fame  phenomena. 
But  as  in  this  form  it  is  very  difficult  of 
folution,  the  greater  part  of  it  will  be 
carried  off  with  the  foeces,  and  in  its 
paffage  will  irritate  the  fibres  of  the  intef- 
tinal  canal  fo  as  to  become  purgative. — 
Its  lead  evil  will  therefore  be  to  purge, 
tho'  this  will  be  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  phyfician,  and  it  will  therefore 
not  fulfil  the  intention  with  which  it  was 
prefcribed.  And  yet  thefe  remedies, 
fuch  as  I  have  defcribed  them,  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  credulous  public,  in  a  thouf- 
and  forms  and  under  a  thoufand  different 
names ;  and  as  they  are  not  abfolutely 
deflitute  of  efficacy,  they  very  often  give 
the  appearance  of  a  cure,  and  thus  occa- 
fion  the  moft  baneful  evils  to  fociety .  The 
fecrecy  and  facility  they  affi^rd,  embolden 
young  people  to  encounter  a  difeafe 
which  formerly  appeared  more  dreadful, 
when  the  method  of  treatment  was  dif- 
ferent and  more  tedious.  The  palliation 
of  the  fymptoms  too,  does  not  failtofpread 
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a  falfe  appearance  of  fecurity  over  a 
multitude  of  dangers  and  difeafes,  which 
every  day  occafion  the  degeneration  of 
the  human  race.  A  very  alarming  proof 
of  the  infufficiency  of  the  ordinary  me- 
thods of  cpre  in  Venereal  cafes.  An  in- 
fufficiency, which  an  extenfive  praftice, 
during  thirty-five  years,  has  very  fully 
convinced  me  of.  But  before  we  attempt 
to  delineate  thefe  unhappy  effe6ts,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  right  to  fay  fomething 
concerning  the  progrefs  of  the  Venereal 
virus,  before  it  has  beeu  attacked  by  any 
remedy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IV. 


Of  the  Progrefs  of  the  Venereal  Virus ,  and 
of  its  EffeEls, 

'T^HE  Venereal  virus  fhews  itfelf  dif- 
•^  ferently  in  different  temperaments. 
In  fome  it  attacks  the  (kin,  and  occafions 
blotches  there.  In  others  it  attacks  the 
glands,  and  fometimes  only  the  bones. 
In  fome  fubje6i;s  the  glands  and  the  fkin 
are  both  affe6ted  at  the  fame  time,  in 
others,  the  glands  and  the  bones :  and  in 
many,  I  have  obferved  all  thefe  difeafed 
at  once. 

The  fymptoms  which  characterize  the 
fecond  and  third  ftages  of  the  pox,  ufu^ 
ally  do  not  fhew  themfelves  till  after  the 
firfl  fymptoms  have  difappeared;  fuch  as 
gonorrhoea,  chancres,  buboes,  warts,  &c. 
The  firft  effeds  of  the  difeafe  when  badly 
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cured,  by  the  ufe  of  topics,  and  without 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury's  having 
been  employed,  will  be  to  infe6l  the 
lymph  with  virulence,  and  this,  by  being 
more  infpiiTated,  will  form  obftruftions,  in 
the  glands,  in  the  periofteum,  and  even 
in  the  bony  canals. 

The  Venereal  virus  is  capable  of  being 
communicated  only  by  the  pores  of  the 
Ikin.  In  whatever  way  the  difeafe  is 
contra6led,  it  muft  neceifarily  be  by  an 
emillion  of  the  miafmata  which  pafs  from 
an  impure  to  a  healthy  body  by  immediate 
contact.  The  virus  infinuating  itfeif  thro' 
the  pores,  paflTes  on  to  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, and  thus  mixesitfelf  at  length  with 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood. — It  is  during 
its  refidence  in  the  cellular  membrane, 
that  it  occaiions  chancres,  warts,  condy- 
lomata, Sec.  It  then  affefts  the  fat  around 
the  inguinal  glands,  and  occafions  buboes. 
Having  at  length  infecled  the  mafs  of 
blood,  it  produces  affedions  of  the  vif- 
cera,  and  other  alarming  fymptoms.  As 
the  virus  does  not  penetrate  into  the  fyf- 
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tem  till  it  has  fojourned  a  longer  or 
fhorter  time  in  the  cellular  texture,  it  is 
natural  to  believe  that  the  remedy  def- 
tined  to  deftroy  it,  ought  to  be  introduced 
in  the  fame  way* 

Whatever  method  is  adopted  in  the 
treatment  of  this  difeafe,  there  is  ufually 
much  difficulty  to  remove  entirely  all 
the  fymptoms.  I  have  often  had  the 
care  of  patients  who  had  been  repeat- 
edly falivated,  and  concluding,  that  the 
quantity  of  mercury  they  had  taken, 
was  infufficient  for  the  cure.  I  have 
kept  them,  during  three,  four,  and  even 
five  months,  to  the  ufe  of  frictions,  with- 
out being  able  to  cure  the  difeafed  glands 
or  bones.  I  have  feen  others,  to  whom 
frictions  were  fo  fruitlefs,  that  the  diforder 
increafed  even  during  the  time  they  were 
continued. 

In  fuch  circumftances  I  have  employed 
fumigations  with  the  greateft  fuccefs. 
My  expe6lations  from  them  have  never 
been  deceived.    I  have  always  feen  the 
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pains  mitigated,  the  other  fymptoms  in- 
fenfibly  diminifh,  the  appetite,  fleep  and 
ftrength  revived;  and  the  patients  re- 
Itored  to  their  original  health. 

If  by  chance  amongft  the  common  peo- 
ple, fome  few  have  not  been  cured,  it 
has  been,  becaufe,  as  happens  in  every 
other  method,  they  quitted  too  foon  the 
ufe  of  a  remedy,  which  gave  them  confi- 
derable  relief.  The  fymptoms  having 
difappeared,  they  concluded  they  were 
cured. 

It  is  therefore  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance to  eradicate,  as  much  as  is  poffible, 
the  Venereal  virus,  and  to  prevent  its 
propagation,  .as  being  the  only  means  of 
preferving  thofe  of  the  prefent  race,  who 
by  having  this  taint  flill  lurking  in  them, 
not  only  have  their  days  fhortened,  and 
are  .varioufly  affected  by  obftrudions  of 
the  vifcera  and  many  other  infirmities, 
but  give  life  perhaps  to  a  difeafed  and  de- 
generated progeny.     It  is  only  by  attack- 
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ing  this  vice  at  its  very  fource,  that  we 
can  hope  to  deftroy  its  influence. — If 
we  only  palliate  its  elFefts,  by  the  re- 
medies we  have  fpoken  of,  we  change 
the  chara6l:er  of  the  difeafe  and  foon  fee 
it  give  rife  to  a  train  of  evils  which 
we  fhail  enumerate  in  the  following 
chapter. 


CHAP. 


C   29  ] 


CHAP.     V. 

QJ  the  accidents  that  are  produced   by ,  a 
badly  cured,  or  degenerated  Lues, 

'  I  '  H  E  pernicious  remedies  we  have 
fpoken  of,  occafion  two  great  incon- 
veniencies.  They  do  not  fucceed  in  de- 
itroying  the  Venereal  virus,  but  they  are 
the  fource  of  diforders  in  the  whole  ani- 
nal  oeconomy,  which  in  many  cafes  do 
not  manifeit  themfelves  till  after  a  long 
fpace  of  time.  It  feems  to  be  peculiar  to 
the  precipitates  of  mercury  to  leave  be- 
hind them^  pains  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  which  often  continue  during  life. 
The  corroiive  fublimate  and  other  reme- 
dies of  the  fame  nature,  when  they  have 
not  made  violent  impreffions  on  the  in- 
teftinal  canal,  and  have  been  carried  into 
the  circulation,  commonly  leave  intole- 
rable head-achs,  pains  in  the  head  and 
limbs,  iliffnefs  qf  the  joints,  and  weak- 
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nefs  of  ail  the  mufcles.     Thefe  ills,  how- 
ever, are  not  the  only  ones.     When  the 
Venerial  virus  is  badly  extinguilhed,  and 
as  it  were  transformed,  it  afTumes  ano- 
ther charafter  than  its   natural  one,  and 
becomes  fo  difficult  to  be  diflinguiflied, 
that  the  moft  experienced   phyfician   is 
often  deceived  by  it.     It  is  then  that  the 
1    pains  of  the  head,    limbs  and  joints  are 
I     confidered    as    rheumatic    or    arthritic, 
I     whereas  they  are  purely  the  efFe6ls  of  the 
remedies    we   have    fpoken   of,   on  the 
membranous  fyftem.     Eruptions  on  the 
..   fkin,  conlidered  as  herpes ;  languor,  fyn- 
cope,  fpafms  and  other  infirmities  ariling 
from  depraved  fenfibility  ;  fchirrous  tu- 
mours,   ulcers  ;  and  in  women,  profufe 
fluor  albus  ;    all  thefe,   have    the   fame 
origin. 

The  Venereal  virus  ealily  changes  its 
charader  after  the  attack  of  acute  dif- 
eafes :  The  remedies  proper  to  cure  thefe 
not  having  deftroyed  the  Venereal  prin- 
ciple which  rendered  them  more  danger- 
ous, the  recovery  is  therefore  often  very 

tedi- 
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tedious.  The  patient  wants  appetite, 
is  deprived  of  fleep,  becomes  languid, 
&c.  and  hence  obllru6lions  in  the  vif- 
cera,  &c.  How  many  tertian,  quartan 
and  anomalous  intermittents  have  ob- 
ftru6lions  in  the  liver  or  fpleen  for  the 
proximate  caufe,  and  the  Venereal  virus 
for  the  remote  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

The  inconvenience  is  nearly  the  fame 
whether  the  latent  caufe  of  thefe  diforders 
continues  unknown,  or  whether  its  ex- 
iilence  is  fufpeded :  for  in  this  laft  cafe, 
recourfe  is  ufually  had  to  mercury,  which 
as  it  is  commonly  adminiftered,  will  be 
almoft   always  inefficacious,   fo  that  ac- 
cording to  either  hypothelis,  the  feeble 
remains  of  life  which  the  patients  con- 
tinue to  enjoy,  will  be  likely  to  become 
baneful  to  fociety.     The  difeafe  will  be 
perpetuated :    the  fucceeding  generation 
will  be  empoifoned  at  its  very   fource, 
and  the  children   produced  from   thcfe 
fubjefts  will  be  liable  to  anchylofes,  ex- 
oftofes,   rickets,    fcrophula,    ferpiginous 
eruptions,  fcorbutic  acrimony,  &c. 

This 
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This  is  a  true  picture,  tho'  not  a  very 
copious  one,  of  the  effefts  of  thefe  rerae- 
dies.  Other  phyficians  have,  without 
doubt,  had  occafion  to  notice  them.  They 
have, perhaps,  ftruck  me  more  forcibly. 

During  the  courfe  of  a  very  long  prac- 
tice I  have  had  occalion  to  obferve  almoil 
all  the  difeafes  which  a  vitiated  (late  of 
the  lymph  is  capable  of  producing  not 
only  in  children,  but  even  in  adults. 
I  have  remarked,  that  fometimes  it  occa- 
fions  affeftions  of  the  vifcera  which  being 
once  interrupted  or  w^eakened  in  their 
funftions,  add  to  the  original  caufe  of 
all  thefe  fymptoms.  In  others,  I  have 
feen  it  attacking  chiefly  the  glands  and 
enlarging  their  volume,  becoming  infpif- 
ated  at  the  fame  time  within  the  cavity 
of  thefe  organs,  and  thus  occafioning  tu- 
mours of  various  bulk.  It  is  in  thefe 
glandulous  difeafes  that  I  think  I  have 
more  particularly  difcovered  the  degene- 
ration of  the  Venerial  virus.  V/ith  a 
view  to  obviate  all  thefe  ill  effecls  from 
improper  treatment,  I  was  led  to   feek 
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for  a  method  different  from  the  ordinary- 
remedies  which  feemed  to  me  to  be 
the  caufes  of  all  thefe  ravages. 

The  method  of  cure  by  fumigation 
feemed  to  be  fufceptible  of  many  conve- 
niencies  ;  but  it  was  neceffary  to  obviate 
fome  of  the  effeds  which  had  occafioned 
it  to  be  profcribed.  It  was  therefore  to 
this  obje6l  that  I  direded  my  attention. 
I  laboured  to  render  this  mode  of  cure,  of 
equal,  and  even  of  greater  efficacy,  than 
that  by  fri6lions.  I  aimed  at  corre6ling 
the  defeats  of  mercury,  by  fubmitting  it 
to  a  new  procefs,  and  by  the  manner  of 
adminilering  it ;  and  a  continued  feries 
of  fuccefs  for  more  than  thirty  years  paft, 
enables  me  toaffert  with  confidence,  that 
I  have  attained  the  delired  end.  But 
before  I  defcribe  my  own  method  of  fu- , 
migation,  it  will  be  right  to  fpeak  of  that 
of  the  ancients. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     VI. 


Of  the  Fumigations praclifed  hy  the  A7icients, 


C INCE  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Vene- 
^  real  difeafe  in  Europe,  where  it  has 
made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs,  the  mofl  in- 
genious phyficians  of  every  nation  have 
allidioufly  employed  themfelves  in  in- 
veftigating  the  different  methods  which 
might  be  likely  to  deftroy  this  pernici- 
ous contagion.  At  firft  they  were  led  to 
employ  deco6lions  of  guaicum,  and  of 
other  fudorific  woods,  which  the  Ameri- 
can iflands  from  whence  the  difeafe  feems 
to  have  been  imported,  furnifhed  them 
with.  Experience,  however,  foon  con- 
vinced them  that  thefe  methods  were  in- 
fufficient,  and  they  were  then  led  to  ufe 
mercury  externally.  Some  of  them  ad- 
miniftered   it  in  the  form  of  pomatum ; 

other 
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others  employed  it  in  the  way  of  vapor, 
burning  the  matter  in  which  it  was  con- 
tained, and  occafionally  mixing  it  with 
other  ingredients.  As  the  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe  ufually  appeared  externally, 
they  employed  in  fumigations  (reafoning 
from  analogy  on  what  they  obferved  in 
the  itch)  all  the  then  known  preparations 
of  mercury.  They  likewife  ufed  refins, 
gum  refins,  and  odoriferous  woods  ;  and 
to  thefe  they  occafionally  added  orpi- 
ment,  cinnabar,  cind  fome times  corrofive 
fublimate.  Of  thefe  remedies,  fome  were 
dangerous  and  others  infufficient.  Every 
body  knows  that  the  vapor  of  refins  and 
odoriferous  woods  is  by  no  means  capa- 
ble of  operating  a  cure  in  this,  altho'  it 
may  be  very  falutary  in  other  difeafes, 
Thefe  matters  then  ought  to  be  rejected, 
as  altogether  ufelefs  in  the  treatment  of 
the  Venereal  difeafe  by  fumigations, 

It  is  likewife  lynown,  that  mercury  ig 

the  foie  fpecifig  in  thefe  cafes,  and  if  the 

aiicient  fumigations  have  fometimes  cur^ 

ed,  it  was,  perhaps,  merely  from  the  mer- 

F  2  cury 
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cUry  which  entered  into  their  compoll- 
tion. 


Their  manner  of  adminiflering  them 
muft  have  been  dangerous.  The  patient 
was  expofed  naked,  under  a  kind  of  tent 
which  covered  him  entirely.  He  flood 
upright  and  had  a  pan  filled  with  burning 
coals  placed  between  his  legs;  upon 
which  the  powder  was  thrown,  or  cakes 
compofed  of  the  preparations  I  have 
been  fpeaking  of.  He  continued  expof- 
ed to  this  vapor  half  an  hour,  three  quart- 
ers of  an  hour,  and  fometimes  an  hour, 
until  his  whole  body  was  covered  with  a 
copious  fweat ;  and  as  it  fometimes  hap- 
pened that  the  patient  was  near  being  fuf- 
focated,  a  little  opening  was  made  in  the 
tent,  thro'  which  he  was  able  to  breathe  a 
frefh  air.  When  this  operation  was  finifh- 
ed,  he  was  conduced  to  a  warm  bed,  and 
after  having  drank  fome  wine,  was  made 
to  fweat  during  one  or  two  hours.  This 
method  was  repeated,  with  the  fame 
forms,  every  two,  three  or  four  days,  ac- 
cording as   the  ftrength  of  the  patient 

would 
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would  permit ;  and  was  continued  until 
all  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  difap- 
peared. 

There  were  others  who  adminiftered 
fumigations  in  a  different  way, by  direft- 
ing  the  vapor  into  the  bed  of  the  patient. 
They  did  this  by  means  of  a  tube,  the 
large  end  of  which  in  form  of  a  funnel, 
being  placed  upon  a  furnace,  received 
tlie  fumigating  vapor,  which  was  con- 
duced into  the  patients  bed  by  the  other 
extremity  of  the  tube.  There  were  fome 
ijideed  who  did  not  hefitate,  to  make  their 
patients  immediately  refpire  thefe  va- 
pors by  the  mouth,  by  means  of  a  fun- 
nel. 

Some  phyficians,  encouraged  by  their 
luccefs,  devoted  themfelves  to  fumiga- 
tions, and  cured  fome  inveterate  poxes 
by  thefe  means,  when  they  had  refiiled 
every  other  method.  It  is  therefore 
jiot    ftrange    that    this    method    Ihould 

have 
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have  been  praftifed  and  adopted  by 
the  mofl  celebrated  phyficians.  Even 
they  who  are  the  mofl  attached  to 
Trillions,  are  unanimous  in  agreeing, 
that  recourfe  muft  fome times  be  had 
to  fumigation  when  the  difeafe  is  ob- 
llinate,  and  will  not  yield  to  other  me- 
thods. Fumigations  may  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  their  opinion,  be  ufeful,  even  in 
the  way  they  were  adminiflered  former- 
ly, and  which  was  liable  to  many  in- 
conyeniencies. 

The  drugs,  that  were  employed  in  thefe 
operations,  were  ufually  formidable  ppi- 
fons,  which,  when  thrown  upon  the  fire, 
diffufed  an  arfenical,  cor  roll  ve  or  fulphu- 
reous  vapor,  and  this  when  received  into 
the  lungs,  could  not  fail  to  produce  the 
mofl  baneful  effe61s.  It  is  not  therefore 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  palfy,  pains  in  the 
bowels,  i^nd  fometimes  deaths  fhould  have 
been  the  confequence, 

This  method  had  been  given  up,  as  it 
were,  for  near  fourfcore  years,  when  a 

quack 
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quack  fumigator  of  the  name  of  Ckar^ 
bonnier e  came  to  Paris,  and  made  himfelf 
known  by  fome  pretended  cures  in  the 
following  way.  He  covered  the  patients 
head,  and  made  him  breathe  the  fumes 
of  fome  matter  which  he  threw  upon  the 
coals.  This  feemed  to  be  cinnabar, 
from  its  red  colour,  the  fulphureous  odor 
it  diifufed,  and  the  fuifocation  it  excited. 

This  fumigation,  tho'  lefs  dangerous 
than  former  ones,  occafioned,  however, 
coniiderable  accidents;  The  fulphur 
combined  with  mercury,  did  indeed  in 
burning,  fet  a  portion  of  the  mercury 
at  liberty,  but  the  quantity  that  paiTed 
ip.  thro'  the  mouth  and  nofe,  was  by  no 
means  capable  of  deftroying  the  virus;  and 
the  fmall  number  of  fumigations  he  em- 
ployed was  very  infuihcient  for  the  cure 
ol  the  difeafe,  when  inveterate.  Indeed, 
the  proofs  that  Charbonniere  gave  of  his 
method,  at  the  Invalids  and  other  hofpitals, 
fucceeded  fo  badly,  that  both  the  fumiga- 
tion and  the   fumigator   foon   returned 


a^ain  into  oblivion. 


We 
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We  therefore  are  able  to  difcover 
the  reafons  that  induced  phyficians,  to 
abandon  a  method  of  cure,  which  altho' 
it  fometimes  fucceeded  in  very  obftinate 
cafes,  was  yet  a  very  dangerous  one  in 
general;  ufually  throwing  the  patient 
into  the  moft  deplorable  ftate,  and  fome* 
times  cauling  him  toperilh. 


CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.    VII. 

bj  the  new   Fumigation. 

AFTER  having,  in  a  long  courfe  of 
pra6lice,  obferved  the  efFe6ls  of  the 
feveral  remedies  employed  in  the  cure  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  together  with  the 
variations  and  viciiTitudes  which  occur  in 
its  fymptoms,  I  decided  in  favor  of  fu- 
migation, as  being  the  moft  certainly 
efficacious.     , 

We  have  already  feen,  that  the  ancients 
employed  perfumes,  in  the  form  of  vapor, 
in  the  cure  of  many  difeafes.  The  term 
fumigation  is  therefore  not  a  new  one. 
We  obferved  too  that  when  mercury  was 
firft  known  to  be  the  true  fpecific  in  the 
Venereal  difeafe,  it  was  combined  with 
the  perfumes  and  other  fubflances  that 
were  already  in  ufe.     This  praftice,  tho* 

G  ex- 
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exceedingly  deficient  in  many  things, 
and  on  that  account  profcribed  and,  aban- 
doned, feemed  to  me  to  be  capable  of 
correftion,  and  even  of  becoming  the  beft 
and  moft  efficacious,  by  obviating  the  dan- 
gerous efFeds  of  the  remedy  and  adminif- 
tering  it  in  a  different  way. 

No  body  has  hitherto  defcribed  the  fu- 
migation I  propofe,  and  which  I  have 
not  prefumed  to  offer  to  the  public,  until 
a  practice  of  more  than  thirty  years^ 
(during  which  I  have  employed  it  fuccef- 
fully  in  more  than  four  hundred  cafes, 
which  neither  myfelf  nor  others  were  able 
to  cure  by  the  ordinary  methods)  enables 
me  to  fpeak  of  it  with  confidence. 

Amongft  the  great  variety  of  patients 
who  have  been  occafionally  under  my 
care,  I  have  as  yet  feen  no  difagreeabie 
accident  from  this  mode  of  treatment, 
and  I  have  conflantly  obferved,  that  fo 
far  from  being  rendered  weaker  by  it, 
they  have  apparently  gathered  flrength 
during  the  ufe  of  the  remedy,  and  the 

fymptoms 
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fymptoms  have  infenfibly  diminifhed, 
till  at  length  they  have  entirely  diiap- 
peared. 

As  I  gave  them  no  internal  remedies 
during  the  courfe,  the  deje6liohs  were 
not  dillurbed,  and  the  body  was  repair- 
ed, in  proportion  as  the  eifeds  of  the  dif- 
eafe  diminifhed.  The  patients  were  hot 
exhaufted  by  any  forced  evacuations, 
fuch  as  diarrhoea  and  falivation  ;  and  I 
was  able  to  continue  the  mercury  with 
perfe8:  fecurity,  in  as  great  a  quantity 
as  was  necelfary  to  extirpate  the  virus 
effedually. 

This  method  has  many  advantages. 

ifl.  We  avoid  injuring  the  ftomach  by 
internal  remedies, 

2dly.  We  are  enabled  in  this  way  to 
adminifter  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury, 
•without  cauhng  any  diforder  in  the  ani- 
mal oeconomy,  and  the  infenfible  effects 
it  produces,  ferve  to  re-eftablifh  all  the 
funftions  in  their  original  ftate. 

^     G  3  3dly. 


C    44    3 

3dly.  This  remedy  which  may  be 
confidered  as  producing  the  effe6ls  of  a 
general  friftion  appHed  to  the  whole 
body  at  once ;  leaves  no  fenfible  marks 
on  the  Ikin  of  its  having  been  applied : 
and  the  mercury  reduced  into  vapor  by 
the  action  of  the  fire,  is  fo  divided,  that 
it  is  eafily  able  to  pafs  through  the  pores, 
and  thus  is  introduced  into  the  mafs  of 
blood. 

4thly.  When  managed  with  prudence, 
it  very  rarely  excites  either  falivation  or 
diarrhoea;  fometimes,  indeed,  the  mouth 
becomes  a  little  fore,  the  gqms  fwell, 
and  the  belly  is  more  open ;  a  proof  that 
the  mercury  has  paffed  into  the  fyftem. 
In  interrupting  the  operation,  however, 
only  during  a  few  days,  thefe  little  in- 
conveniencies  foon  difappear. 

5thly.  The  mercury  reduced  to  a 
vapor  which  fur  rounds  the  whole  body, 
diffufes  but  very  little  odor. 
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6thly.  The  patient  remains  expofed  to 
this  mercurial  vapor,  only  during  twelve 
or  fifteen  minutes,  after  which  he  puts 
on  his  cloaths,  and  goes  about  his  ordi- 
nary bufmefs,  unlefs  prevented  by  fome 
local  difeafe.,  His  fkin  does  not  afford 
the  leafl  vifible  trace  of  the  remedy  he 
has  been  ufing. 

7thly.  The  regimen  he  adheres  to  is 
limple  ;  mild  food^  little  wine^  no  Ipirit- 
ous  liquors,  &c. 

Stilly.  If,  during  the  treatment,  it  is 
found  neceffary  to  purge  the  patient,  this 
is  done  by  a  common  purge. 

9thly.  This  fumigation  is  ufually  ap? 
plied  every  other  day;  Ibmetimes  two 
days  together;  now  and  then  we  have 
an  interval  of  two  days  between  each 
operation;  but  in  cafes  that  require  it, 
it  may  be  ufed  three  and  even  four  days 
tpgether, 

^othly. 
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lothly.  This  fumigation  may  be  ap- 
plied in  the  morning  fading,  and  the 
patient  may  breakfaft  an  hour  or  two 
after  it. 

1  ithly.  It  will  be  right  for  the  patient 
to  take  fome  exercife  after  it,  and  to  go 
into  the  air,  if  the  weather  will  permit. 

I2thly.  We  are  certain,  that  the  patient 
receives,  each  time,  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury we  give  him,  and  that  it  is  con- 
ftantly  applied  to  the  whole  furface  of  the 
body. 

In  this  method,  limple  as  it  may  feem 
to  be,  the  remedy  neither  can,  nor  ought 
to  be  adminiftered,  but  by  fkilful  per- 
fons  of  the  profeffion,  who  may  know  how 
to  vary  the  ufe  of  it,  according  to  the  dif- 
ference of  circumftances. 

The  operations  and  dreflings  which  may 
be  neceffary  during  the  cure,  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  the  care  of  the  furgeon  as  in 

the 
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the  cure  by  fridions  or  any  other  me- 
thod. 

It  will  be  inquired  perhaps  what  quan- 
tity of  mercury  ought  to  be  employed  in 
fumigation.  This  queftion  may  be  afked 
in  every  other  mode  of  treatment.  We 
know  that  in  the  cure  by  fri6lions  the  dofe 
is  proportioned  to  the  violence  of  the 
fymptoms,  the  flrength  and  temperament 
of  the  patient,  &c. — The  fame  thing  may 
be  faid  of  fumigation.  We  know  that  in 
general,  four,  five,  or  fix  ounces  of  oint- 
ment, containing  half  its  weight  of  mer- 
cury, are  fufficient  for  the  ordinary  treat- 
ment, and  that  there  are  fome  cafes  in 
which  twice  that  quantity  will  be  infuf- 
ficient.  Suppofing  then  that  at  each 
fri61ion  we  apply  two  drams  of  the  oint- 
ment, twenty  or  five  and  twenty  frictions 
will  be  required :  and  in  common  cafes 
I  find  that  the  fame  number  of  fumiga- 
tions will  fuffice.  But  does  all  the  mercury 
contained  in  the  ointment  enter  at  each 
friction  ?  No :  much  of  it  remains  on  the 

furface 
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furface  of  the  fkin,  and  much  of  it  on  the 
hands  of  the  affiflant  who  rubs  it  in.  The 
linen  of  the  patient  proves  too  that  all 
the  ointment  has  not  entered.  The  fame 
thing  happens  in  fumigation  ;  all  the  mer- 
curial vapor  does  not  enter  the  pores  of 
the  (kin ;  and  we  are  therefore  not  to  be 
furpiized  if  it  is  neceffary  to  repeat  the 
fumigation  in  fome  cafes  even  thirty  and 
forty  times.  Some  of  the  remedy  is  loft 
in  throwing  the  powder  on  the  fire,  much 
of  the  mercurial  vapor  attaches  itfelf 
to  the  fumigating  box,  and  is  of  courfe 
not  applied  to  the  body.  Another  part 
is  evaporated.  We  are  therefore  not  able 
to  fay  with  precifion  how  much  mercury 
is  introduced ;  and  as  in  the  cafe  of 
fridions,  it  is  from  obfervation  and  ex- 
perience alone,  that  we  can  be  able  to  de- 
termine the  dofe  proper  to  be  applied  in 
each  fumigation,  and  how  often  it  will 
be  proper  to  repeat  it.  It  will  be  prudent 
at  any  rate  to  continue  it,  till  all  the 
fymptoms  have  difappeared,  and  even 
afterwards  for  the  fake  of  greater  fecurity. 

This 
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This  rule  may  be  applied  to  every  me- 
thod, but  whatever  mode  of  cure  may 
be  adopted,  it  is  of  great  confequence 
that  the  m^ercury  employed  be  of  the 
greateft  purity. 


H  CHAP. 
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CHAP    VIII. 

Of  the  Metallic  Suhjlances  that  are  found 
united    with   Mercury,    and  which   are 
foreign  to  its  Mature, 

TVyfANY   of  the    mifchievous    efFefts 
•^        which  follow  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
are   lefs  due  to  that  metal  than   to  the 
foreign  metallic  fubflances  with  which  it 
is  united.     The  mercury  that  is  fold  in 
fhops   is   generally  exceedingly  impure. 
It  has  very  often  been  previoufly  employ- 
ed in  the  arts,  and  is  fometimes  combined 
with  lead,  tin  or  bifmuth.     Such  kind  of 
mercury  altho'  diflilled,  brings  over  with 
it  fome  portion  or  principle  of  the  metals 
with  which  it  has  been  combined,  and 
on  which  depend  the  properties  it  ac- 
quires in  different  amalgamas.     \fuppofe 
nothing  here,  I  am  fpeaking  from  expe- 
riments. 

If 
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If  you  difTolve  half  an  ounce  of  tin  in 
four  ounces  of  mercury,  and  then  ftrain 
it  thro'  fhamoy  leather.  The  mercury 
will  not  feem  to  contain  any  foreign  fub- 
ilance.  And  if  inflead  of  tin  you  ufe  a 
like  quantity  of  bifmuth  or  lead,  the 
event  will  be  the  fame ;  the  eye  will  not 
be  able  to  difcover  any  impurity.  This 
fimilarity  of  appearance  would  be  liable 
to  deceive  us,  if  chymiftry  did  not  enable 
us  to  afcertain  the  characters  of  the  dif? 
ferent  metallic  fubftances  that  are  occa'* 
lionally  combiued  with  m^er^ury. 

Take,  for  example,  half  an  ounce  of 
the  mercury  that  is  united  with  tin,  and 
place  it  over  abrifk  fire  in  an  iron  fpoon, 
fo  as  to  make  the  fpoon  red  hot ;  as  the 
mercury  evaporates,  it  will  Qccafion,  at 
firll,  very  flight  crepitations,  which  will 
increafe  as  the  evaporation  advances,  and 
will  at  length  terminate  by  a  decrepitation 
fimilar  to  that  which  takes  place  when  we 
throw  common  fait  qn  red  hot  coals. 
The  fame  thing  will  happen  if  we  ufe  the 
mercury  combined  with  lead  ox  bifmuth. 
H  2;  This. 
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This  experiment  will  ferve  to  difcover 
the  metallic  fubflances  with  which  mer- 
cury is  adulterated,  for  if  half  an  ounce 
of  the  mercury,  I  Ihall  defcribe  in  the 
courfe  of  the  work,  is  fubmitted  to  eva- 
poration in  the  fame  way,  there  will  not 
be  the  flighteft  crepitation. 

If  we  diftil  the  mercury  that  is  com- 
bined with  the  tin,  or  with  the  lead,  the 
decrepitation,  which  was  perceived  when 
the  evaporation  was  performed  over  the 
open  fire,  will  not  take  place.  A  proof 
that  the  prefence  of  the  air  is  necefTary  to 
this  phenomenon  :  for  each  of  thefe  mer- 
curies, tho'  diftilled,  will  crepitate,  if  eva- 
porated over  the  lire,  as  in  the  former 
operation,  but  with  lefs  force  than  they 
would  have  done  before  they  were 
diftilled.  Confequently,  diftillation  is 
not  the  moft  certain  way  of  depriving 
mercury  of  the  foreign  f ubftances  which 
it  volatilifes  and  appropriates  to  itfelf  in 
a  lingular  manner. 


If 
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If  we  depended  wholly  on  diftillation 
for  the  purity  of  mercury,  we  could  by 
no  means  be  fure  of  having  it  free  from 
metallic  particles;  and  cinnabar,  made 
with  fuch  mercury,  would  not  be  fopure 
as  we  might  imagine  :  for  thefe  particles, 
being  intimately  united  to  the  mercury, 
and  fublimed  with  the  fulphur,  are  not 
eafily  detached  by  thisprocefs.  The  vitri- 
olic acid,  faturated  as  it  is  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  phiogifton,  has  not  the  property 
of  completely  diflblving  mercury :  it 
forms  a  chryftallization,  mfpiculc^,  which 
ftill  indicates  the  true  chara6ler  of  the 
chryftallization  of  fulpur.  The  mercury 
is  feen  extending  over  thefe  fpiculse,  and 
gives  the  appearance  of  filver  ftreaks 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  chryftals 
of  cinnabar, 

We  know  that  arfenic  is  exceedingly 
volatile,  and  that  mercury  is  of  a  nature 
not  lefs  fo.  It  feems  likely,  therefore, 
that  m  diftillation  it  may  bring  over  with  it 
fome  particles  of  arfenic  from  the  bifmuth 
or  tin.   Bifmuth  conftantly  contains  fome 

portion 
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portion  of  arfenic,  and  there  are  feme 
tin  ores  which  contain  it  alfo.  It  would 
therefore  not  be  ftrange  if  the  mercury, 
being  united  with  this  principle,  ihould 
afcend  with  it,  in  fublimation  with  the 
fulphur,  to  form  cinnabar.  So  that  we 
can  never  be  well  affurcd  of  its  purity  : 
becaufe  befides  its  having  been  ufed  in 
the  arts,  it  is  often  mineralized  with 
arfenic  and  fulphur  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  and  limple  revivification  has  not 
been  able  to  deprive  it  of  this  principle. 
It  is  for  this  reafon  that  the  mod  experi- 
enced phyficians,  who  have  obferved  the 
dangerous  effefts  produced  fometimes  by 
the  internal  ufe  of  natural  cinnabar,  have 
recommended  the  employing  only  the 
faditious,  as  being  more  certainly  de-^ 
prived  of  all  arfenical  or  foreign  fub^ 
fiances,  from  all  which  it  follows,  that 
mercury  revivified  from  cinnabar,  altho' 
it  has  conflantly  been  regarded  as  the 
pure  ft,  may,  however  in  fome  meafure 
participate  of  the  nature  of  the  fuh- 
flances  with  v/hich  it  was  afTociated,  and, 
conrequently,that  for  intej;nal  ufe, and  the 
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greater  fafety  of  the  patient,  we  ought 
only  to  ufe  cinnabar  prepared  in  the 
way  we  fhall  defcribe. 

It  is  to  thefe  metalHc  lubftances  that 
we  are  to  attribute  the  accidents  which 
follow  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  which  the 
ancients  attributed  to  th^  cold  quahties 
of  this  femi  metal. 

The  workmen  who  are  employed  in 
gilding,  and  other  arts  to  which  mercury 
is  ufeful,  are  often  attacked  with  tremors, 
nervous  pains,  colic  and  even  palfy. 
Thefe  effe6ls  are  not  owing  to  the  mer- 
cury alone,  but  to  the  other  metallic  fub- 
fiances  which  are  mixed  with  it.  Lead, 
tin  or  bifmuth,  when  united  with  mer- 
cury, do  in  part  pafs  through  Ihamoy 
leather  with  it,  and  in  that  cafe  the  mer- 
cury appears  to  be  fomewhat  lefs  fluid. 
Thefe  fubftances,  therefore,  diminifh  the 
natural  mobility  of  mercury,  and  palling 
with  it  through  the  pores,  fix  themfelves 
on  parts  of  a  folid  and  compa6l  texture, 
fuch  as  the  membranes,  aponeurofes,  ten- 
dons. 
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donSi  nerveSj  &c.  whence  arife  the  fymp- 
toms  we  have  mentioned. 

Thefe  are  not  the  oply  inftances  of  the 
infufficiency  of  diftillations,    revivifica- 
tions and  triturations  to  purge  mercury 
completely  of  all  the  heterogeneous  fub- 
ilances  it  may  have  appropriated  to  itfelf. 
I  fee  anew  proof  of  this  in  the  operation  of 
precipitate /^ry^,  improperly  calledj^rm- 
pitate,  being  limply  a  mercurial  calx ;  for 
if  we  triturate  mercury  a  long  time,  either 
with  the  regulus  of  iron,  the  regulus  of 
tin,  the  regulus  of  arfenic,  or  the  regulus 
of  copper;  the  matters  being  kept  in  the 
fame  degree  of  heat  the  whole  time,  and 
then  diftilled :  Thefe  different  mercuries 
being  put  into  feparate  long  necked  matraf- 
fes  of  an  oval  form,  hermetically  fealed, 
and  kept  for  a  long  time  in  nearly  a  boil- 
ing heat,  will  affume  a  red  colour,  which 
will  vary  fenfibly,according  to  the  greater 
or   lefs  intenfity  and   quicknefs  of  the 
calcination.     The  red  colour  feems  to  be 
inherent  to  mercury  ;    for  if  fublimed 
with  fulphur,  it  becomes  red  5  if  united 
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with  the  nitrous  acid,  and  we  raife  the 
fire,  it  reddens  ;  if,  v,^hen  combined  with 
the  muriatic  acid,  we  precipitate  it  with 
fixed  alkah,  the  precipitate  is  of  a  red 
colour;  and  mercury  expofed  to  heat 
without  any  addition,  hkewife  becomes 
red.  Mercury,  therefore,  feems  to  in- 
clude within  itfelf  the  red  colouring  prin- 
ciple. The  brightnefs  of  this  red  colour 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  purity  of  the 
mercury,  and  is,  therefore,  one  of  the 
charaders  by  which  it  may  be  afcertained. 
Mercury  treated  in  the  way  we  fhall  de- 
fcribe,  affumes  this  bright  colour  in  cal- 
cination. 

Mercury,  like  all  other  metalic  fub- 
fiances,  is  deprived  of  its  metallic  luftre 
by  calcination.  It  is  no  longer  capable 
of  uniting  with  the  metals,  and  whitens 
neither  gold  nor  copper.  Thrown  upon 
burning  coals,  very  little  of  it  rifes,  and 
that  which  does  arife,  preferves,  in  a 
great  meafure,  its  colour;  which  attaches 
itfelf  to  the  body,    and  the  ikin  being 
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rubbed  with  a  piece  of  gold,  affords  no 
marks  of  mercury. 

This  degree  of  heat  is  therefore  not 
fufficient  to  revivify  it,  and  to  reftore  to 
it  all  the  properties  it  loft  by  calcination. 
To  give  it  its  firft  form,  it  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  expofe  it  to  a  very  violent  heat, 
fo  that  the  vapor  might  furround  it  on  all 
fides.  The  red  precipitate,  (improperly 
called  precipitate,)  being  thrown  upon 
coals,  rifes  a  little,  and  exhales  a  nitrous 
vapour  which  is  very  hurtful  to  the 
breaft. 

Mercury  difTolved  in  the  nitrous  acid, 
and  precipitated  by  a  folution  of  common 
fait,  or  by  the  muriatic  acid,  forms  a  mer- 
curial fait,  which  has  been  improperly 
named  precipitate,  as  it  differs  in  nothing 
from  corrolive  fublimate.  This  mercu- 
rial fait  cannot  be  ufed  with  impunity  in 
fumigation.  The  vapour  it  exhales,  hurts 
the  breall ;  irritates  the  noflrils  and  eyes, 
•and  gives  a  fenfe  of  fuffocation. 

Corrofive 
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Corrofive  fublimate  difTolved  in  water, 
and  precipitated  with  fixed  alkali,  forms 
a  precipitate  of  a  deep  red  colour,  which 
is  another  mercurial  calx  that  adheres 
neither  to  gold  nor  to  copper.  This  pre- 
cipitate when  well  v/aflied  and  dried, 
does,  if  thrown  upon  coals,  rife  much 
higher  than  the  others  we  have  fpoken 
of,  and  diffufes  a  flight  odor  of  marine 
acid  which  is  not  fo  offenlive  to  the  lungs 
as  the  nitrous  acid,  and  applies  itfelf  to 
the  furface  of  the  body  in  the  form  of  a 
red  dull.  By  theadionof  the  fire,  feme 
portions  of  mercury  are  difengaged  and 
revivified,  as  we  fee  by  its  being  able 
to  whiten  copper  or  gold.  But  this  is  in 
fo  fmall  a  proportion,  that  it  cannot  prp- 
duce  any  remarkable  effect. 

Mercury  dilTolved  ip  the  nitrous  acid^ 
and  precipitated  by  fixed  alkali,  occar 
fions  an  effervefcence  which  does  not 
ceafe  till  the  fatuiation  is  complete.  If 
we  ufe  diftilled  water  in  obtaining  a  pre-- 
cipitate,  the  liquor  becomes  black  •,  but 
if  river  water  is  employed,  ^Itho'  it  be 
I  Sk  clear 
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clear  and  limpid,  the  liquor  becomes  of 
a  yellow  colour,  and  after  having  been 
w^fhed  feveral  times,  we  have  a  yellow- 
ifli  precipitate,  not  unlike  turbith  mine- 
ral. This  variety  of  colour  proceeds 
from  the  earth  contained  in  the  river 
water,  and  the  yellow  precipitate  is  al- 
moft  completely  a  mercurial  calx,  which 
adheres  but  little,  and  with  difficulty,  to 
copper  and  gold.  If  we  put  fome  of  it 
oh  the  tongue,  it  makes  no  impreffion, 
and  leaves  no  tafte.  Thrown  on  the  fire, 
it  rifes  but  little,  but  then  the  vapor  it 
exhales,  is  very  difagreeable  to  the  fmell, 
and  ofFenlive  to  the  breaft. 

.  If  we  melt  corrofive  fublimate  in  a  fo- 
lution  of  fal  amm^oniac,  and  then  pour 
upon  it  fixed  alkali,  there  will  be  an  ef- 
fervefcence  ;  and  after  faturation,  there 
v/ill  be  found  a  white  precipitate,  which, 
when  well  wafhed  and  dried,  is  the  true 
precipitate  or  white  mercurial  calx.  The 
fal  ammoniac  is,  therefore,  the  caufe  of 
the  difference  there  is  between  this  and 
the  true  red  precipitate.    This  precipitate 
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adheres  neither  to  gold  nor  copper,  it 
imprints  a  bitter  and  metahne  tafte'on 
the  tongue,  and  when  thrown  on  the  fire, 
difFufes  a  very  difagreeable  fmell,  which 
affecls  the  bread.  The  vapor  does  not 
rife  much,  however,  ^nd  but  very  httlp 
of  the  mercury  is  difengaged. 

All  thefe  mercurial  calces  are,  there- 
fore, infufficient  and  dangerous,  becaufe 
they  exhale  a  very  noxious  vapor,  and 
do  not  enable  us  to  revivify  and  elevate 
the  mercury,  without  a  degree  of  heat^ 
to  which  the  patient  cannot  be  expofed. 
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CHAP.    IX. 

Preparation  of  the  Poioderfor  Fumigatiofi, 


"P'ROM  the  experiments  we  have  re- 
■*'  lated,  it  feems  evident,  that  mercury 
reduced  to  the  form  of  a  calx,  can  be  ele- 
vated only  by  means  of  the  muriatic 
acid  with  which  it  is  united,  and  which 
is  the  moil  volatile  of  all  the  acids;  but 
as  it  rifes,  it  carries  with  it  the  mercury 
in  its  calcined  Bate,  fo  that  it  is  attached 
to  the  body  almofl:  wholly  in  its  faline 
form.  As  in  this  Ifate  of  calx,  it  cannot 
be  -abforbed ;  I  have  attempted  different 
methods,  with  a  view  to  give  it  more  vO" 
latility ;  to  difengage  it  more  completely 
from  its  precipitant,  by  means  of  the  fire  ; 
to  reduce  it  to  a  light  vapor ;  and  laftly^ 
by  reftoring  to  it,  its  metallic  luflre,  to 
enable  it  to  enjoy  all  its  moveable  pro- 
perties. 

Firfl 
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Ffrft    OPERATION. 

To  accomplifh  all  thofe  objecls,  I  began 
by  taking  a  pound  of  corrofive  fublimate, 
which  I  carefully  prepared  myfelf,  with 
the  afliftance  of  the  nitrous  acid,  accord- 
ing to  Lemery's  procefs,  which  feemed  to 
be  the  moft  fimple.  After  having  gradu- 
ally diffolved  it  in  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  water,  I  precipitated  it,  by  adding  to 
it  a  pound  of  fixed  alkali  that  was  like- 
wife  diflblved  in  the  fame  way.  Thir- 
teen ounces,  however,  will  be  fufficient 
if  the  alkali  is  pure.  The  precipitate, 
which  was  of  a  deep  red,  was  attended 
with  no  eifervefcence.  After  fuffering 
the  liquor  to  repofe  awhile,  I  decantered 
it  off ;  then  1  poured  frefh  water  on  the 
precipitate,  and  poured  it  off  again  as 
foon  as  it  became  clear ;  repeating  this, 
feveral  times,  till  the  water  was  perfectly 
iniipid.  I  then  dried  the  precipitate. — 
Sometimes,  to  do  this  more  quickly,  I 
have  placed  it  before  a  gentle  fire.  The- 
matter  when  thoroughly  dried,  weighed 
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eleven  ouioces;  it  was  of  a  very  deep 
red,  but  left  no  impreilion  on  the 
tongue. 

In  drying  this  precipitate,  if  too  great 
a  heat  is  applied,  an  acid  odor  is  exhaled 
from  it,  which  feizes  the  throat  and  in* 
commodes  the  breaft.  It  is  for  this  rea- 
fon  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  prevent 
this,  by  expofing  it  in  a  capacious  veffel, 
to  a  ftrong  heat,  fo  as  to  detach  all  the 
fuperabundant  acid,  that  the  mercury 
may  retain  only  what  is  neceiTary  to  keep 
it  in  a  calcined  ftate. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  put  the  eleven 
ounces  [See  plate ^r^  of  red  precipitate 
I  have  now  defcribed,  into  a  cylindrical 
cucurbit  of  unglazed  earth,  eight  inches 
high,  and  fix  in  diameter.  I  placed  this 
in  a  reverberatory  furnace  two  feet  high 
and  of  eight  inches  diameter  within. 
The  afh  hole  is  likewife  of  eight  inches, 
and  there  is  a  grate  within  the  furnace 
which  ferves  to  fupport  the  bottom  of  the 
cylindrical  cucurbit.    At  the  top  of  the 
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furnace  tliefe  is  a  neck  which  faftens  to 
it,  having  an  opening  in  the  middle  of  it 
about  feven  inches  over ;  this  is  for  the 
pafTage  of  the  cucurbit  which  is  fe cured 
in  four  places  by  earth,  fo  that  there  are 
four  openings  for  the  pafTage  of  the  fire* 
I  have  adapted  to  it,  a  tube  of  the  fame 
diameter  as  the  cucurbit.  This  tube  is 
likewife  of  earth,  but  is  glazed  both  with- 
in fide,  and  without ;  it  is  curved,  and 
each  branch  of  this  curve  is  about  eleven 
inches  in  length.  To  this  tube  I  have 
adjufted  five  aludels  that  are  likewife 
compofed  of  glazed  earth.  The  great 
circle  of  each  of  thefe  is  eight  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  axis,  feven.  I  fecure 
them  on  a  board,  placed  horizontally. 
After  luting  all  the  joints  of  thefe  alu' 
dels,  I  clofe  the  laft  of  them  with  fome 
convenient  cover,  which  is  open  in  the 
middle.  With  fuch  an  apparatus  as  this, 
I  began  to  treat  the  matter  very  gently  ; 
infenfibly  railing  the  fire,  till  the  iron- 
grate  of  the  furnace  became  red  hot.  I 
continued  it  in  this  degree  during  two 
hours ;  after  which,  I  augmented  the  fire, 
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till  the  cucurbit  itfelf  began  to  have  a 
red  heat,  and  I  kept  up  this  heat  during 
the  two  lafl  hours  of  the  procefs,  the 
whole  of  which  lailed  fix  hours.  When 
the  vcfTels  were  cool,  I  unluted  them.  I 
found  in  the  fifth  aludel,  a  whitifh  and 
flighty  acid  duft,  which  covered  the  whole 
inner  furface  of  the  aludel.  In  the  fourth, 
I  obferved  a  dufh  of  a  cinder-like  colour, 
which  covered  only  about  half  the  alu- 
del, on  the  lower  fide.  In  the  third,  the 
powder  was  of  a  greyer  complexion,  in 
the  lower  jDortion  of  the  aludel;  the 
upper  part  was  covered  with  minute 
globules  of  mercury.  In  the  fecond  and 
firft,  the  powder  was  greyer  ftill,  and  in 
greater  abundance,  being  mixed  at  the 
fame  time  with  crude  mercury,  which 
was  very  eafily  to  be  diftinguiflied. 

The  curved  tube  contained  in  the 
horizontal  part  of  it,  a  powder  that  was 
fenfibly  mercurial-,  and  was  covered  with 
an  exceedingly  thin  layer,  of  a  white  fa- 
line  complexion. — -Neither  the  powder 
contained  in  the  tube,  nor  in  iht^e/our  a- 

ludels, 


C    67    ] 

ludels,  had  any  thing  of  an  acid  tafle. 
After  taking  out  the  mercury  and  the 
powder,  I  found  the  weight  of  .the  whole 
to  be  ten  ounces. 

What  remained  in  the  cucurbit,  or 
rather  pot,  was  a  very  hght  reddilh  mat- 
ter, weighing  about  two  drams;  and  was 
nothing  more  than  the  remains  of  the 
vitriolated  tartar  contained  in  the  fixed 
alkah  and  fome  of  the  mercury  reduced 
to  a  calx,  which  gave  it  its  reddifli  colour, 
and  which  was  not  expofed  to  a  fire  of 
fufficient  violence  to  revivify  it. 

To  feparate  the  powder  from  the  crude 
mercury,  and  deprive  it  of  any  portion 
of  fublimate  it  might  ftill  retain,  and  thus 
be  affured  of  its  being  perfe6tly  neutral, 
I  put  the  whole  mafs  into  a  marble  mortar 
which  I  placed  in  a  glazed  earthen  jar. 
I  then  poured  hot  water  upon  it;  and 
thus,  by  triturating  the  mercury  and  the 
powder  with  a  giafs  peflle,  and  conti- 
nuing to  pour  hot  water  upon  it,  the 
lighter  part  of  the  powder  Vv^as  earned  by 
K  2  the 
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the  water  into  the  earthen  pan,  while 
the  mercury  remained  at  the  bottom  of 
the  mortar.  When  the  ppwder  had  fub* 
lided,  and  the  water  was  become  very 
clear,  I  decantered  it;  and  after  having 
repeatedly  waflied  the  refiduum,  I  drye4 
|;he  powder,  which  weighed  about  fix 
ounces.  It  was  of  a  flate  like  colour, 
perfectly  infipid,  and  adhered  eafily  to 
gold  or  copper.  It  may  be  palled  pulvis 
ij^ercurialis Jimplex.  Simple  rjiercurial  pow^. 
dcTf 

Second  OPERATION. 

I  took  a  pound  of  corrofive  fublimatc, 
prepared  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
defcribed;  and  like  wife,  a  pound  of  very 
pure  filings  of  iron  finely  powdered.  I 
mixed  them  intimately  together,  and  then 
poured  enough  water  upon  them,  to  form 
them  into  a  pafle,  and  diffolve,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  fublimate ;  that  the  acid,  by 
;ittacking  the  martial  earth  and  uniting 
with  it,  might  more  eafily  quit  the  mer- 
cury, and  thus  give   it  more  liberty  in 
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the  operation.  Mixed  in  this  way,  the 
matter  grew  hot,  and  when  it  was  cooled 
again,  it  had  quite  loft  the  aftringent  and 
corrofive  tafte  it  had  before.  After  hav- 
ing expofed  it  to  a  fuEBcient  degree  of 
heat  to  diliipate  its  moifture,  I  put  it  into 
the  cylindrical  cucurbit,  and  then  adjuft- 
ed  the  whole  apparatus  in  the  manner  I 
before  defcribed,  gradually  augmenting 
the  fire  as  in  the  laft  procefs.  When  the 
veffels  were  cool,  I  took  out  what  was 
contained  in  the  aludels,  and  then  fepa- 
rated  the  powder,  from  the  crude  mercu- 
ry, by  the  means  of  hot  water  as  before. 
In  this  way,  I  procured  fix  ounces  of  ^ 
powder,  that  had  a  deeper  grey  colour 
than  that  of  the  laft  operatiop^  and  four 
punces  of  crude  mercury. 

As  the  marine  acid  volatilizes  the  iron, 
in  this  procefs,  this  powder  may  be  named 
j)ulvis  mercurialis  martialis  \  martial  mer^ 
curial  powder.  After  having  made  the 
mixture,  we  may,  if  we  defire  it,  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  the  operation  with- 
out moiftening  it,  but  then  it  will   be 
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neceirary  to  heat  the  matter  very  flowly, 
in  order  to  give  the  acid  time  to  attack 
the  iron.  Without  fuch  a  precaution, 
there  would  rife  into  the  aludels,  fome 
portions  of  fubhmate,  which  would,  in- 
deed, be  very  eafily  diflblved,  and  carried 
away,  by  repeated  lotions  with  hot  water, 
and  the  infoluble  powder  would  continue 
in  a  ftate  of  perfq6i:  neutrality. 

In  clofe  vefTels,  the  marine  acid  which 
is  united  with  mercury,  riles  with  it  com- 
bined in  the  fame  way.  On  the  open  fire 
this  fame  acid  will  inflame,  and  leave  the 
mercury,  which  by  the  aftion  of  the  lire 
will  rife  very  rapidly. 

The  marine  acid,  without  any  other  ad- 
dition, is  inflammable,  and  burns  with  a 
blueifli  flame :  for  if  we  imbibe  with 
marine  acid,  coals  that  have  been  burnt 
out,  and  then  place  them  in  a  great  heat 
which  affords  no  flame,  we  fhall  foon 
perceive  a  blueifh  flame,  which  will  con- 
tinue longer  than  the  coals  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  laft,  and  will  be  renewed,  if  we 

put 
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put  other  coals  there,  impregnated  in  the 
fame  manner.  But  it  is  obfervable,  thatthis 
acid,  altho'  inflammable,  expands  itfelf 
only  in  proportion  as  it  is  united  with 
metallic  fubftances  (a). 

The  marine  acid  is  therefore  inflamma- 
ble, and  when  retained  in  clofe  veflels, 
makes  a  confiderable  explofion.  The 
duke  of  Ayen  has  proved  this  in  a  me- 
moir, he  read  lately  to  the  academy,  on 
the  fubjeft  of  fome  experiments  he  had 
made  with  the  marine  acid  and  mars. 
An  accident  that  happened  to  me  twenty 
three  years  ago,  led  me  to  obferve  the 
fame  thing.  I  had  been  revivifying  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  by  means  of  iron  filings, 
in  a  retort,  thinking  that  this  vyould  be 


(a)  Dr.  Prieftly  found  that  copper,  lead,  iron,  tin, 
and  ?inc,  when  dijDTolved  by  the  marine  acid,  yield- 
ed air  which  loft  its  elafticity  by  coming  in  contrail 
with  water  ;  after  which,  the  air  that  remained  was 
inflammable — he  concludes,  that  inflammable  air  uni- 
verfally  conliils  of  fome  acid  vapor  combined  with 
phiogiflon. 

more 
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more  expeditious  than  by  the  apparatus 
I  have  defcribed.  When  I  luppofed  the 
operation  to  be  at  an  end,  I  removed 
the  veflel,  filled  with  water,  which  had 
ferved  as  a  receiver ;  the  fire  which  had 
been  very  ftrong,  was  almoft  extinguifh- 
ed,  and  there  proceeded  from  the  neck  of 
the  retort  a  flight  vapor,  which  contained 
no  mercury,  as  it  whitened  neither  gold 
nor  copper.  In  examining  this  matter, 
the  candle  I  held  in  my  hand  came  too 
near,  and  the  vapor  fuddenly  taking  fire, 
there  came  out  of  the  neck  of  the  retort 
a  globe  of  fire  which  burnt  my  face.  In 
the  fame  moment  I  heard  a  confiderable 
noife,  and  the  explofion  which  took  place 
broke  the  retort.  This  difagreeable  ac- 
cident was  a  ufeful  lefTon  to  me,  not  to 
repeat  this  operation  in  too  fmall  veflels. 
I  fhould  certainly  have  avoided  it,  with 
the  aparatus,  I  have  before  defcribed. 
We  may  venture  to  conclude,  that  the 
inflammable  principle  of  the  iron,  becom^ 
ing  united  with  the  muriatic  acid,  was  the 
paufe  of  this  phenomenon. 

I  have 
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I  have  fometimes  obferved,  that  in  the 
fifth  akidel,  the  marine  acid  had  volati- 
hzed   the    iron,    and    covered    it    with 
a  yellowifli   powder  of  a    (lightly  acid 
tafte,  not  unlike  that  of  the  white  powder, 
which  is  found  in  the  fifth  aludel,  in  the 
iirll  operation.  This  phenomenon  feemed 
to  depend  on  the  greater  or  lefs  degree 
of   heat.      This   powder,   when  placed 
on   the   tongue,    is    abfolutely    inlipid : 
-thrown  upon   the  fire,    it  inflames  and 
rifes  very  rapidly ;  diffufing  a  flame  of  a 
deeper  blue  colour  than  that  afforded  by 
the  pulvis  mercurialisfimplex.     HencQwe 
may  infer,   that  it  contains  more  of  the 
muriatic  acid,  and  for  this  reafon  it  ought 
not  to  be  employed  alone,  but  with  great 
prudence,  and  only  in  the  circumftances 
I  fliall  mention. 

The  crude  mercury  which  rifes  in  this 

operation,  is  to  be  confidered  as  the  pureft 

we  can  poilibly  procure  :    it  cannot  be 

fufpecled  of  containing  any  metallic  fub- 

L  ftance. 
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ftance.  We  know  that  the  nitrous  acid  (b) 
diffolves  almoft  all  the  metals,  and  what- 
ever portion  of  metallic  fubflances  may 
efcape  it  in  this  procefs,  cannot,  hoW' 
ever,  avoid  the  adion  of  the  muriatic 
acid,  which,  in  fublimation,  becomes 
united  to  the  mercury  detached  from  the 
nitrous  acid.  The  mercury  being  then 
precipitated  by  the  fixed  alkali,  which 
unites  with  the  marine  acid,  refumes  by 
the  aftion  of  the  fire  its  metallic  form, 
and  is  indifputably  the  pureft,  and  con- 
fequently  the  properefl  to  be  introduced 
into  our  fyilem.  Both  reafon  and  ob- 
fervation  prove  to  us,  that  mercury,  after 
having  circulated  through  the  humours  is 
infenfibly  thrown  out  by  the  emunftories. 
If  we  employ  a  pure  mercury,  we  fhall 
have  no  reafon  to  fear,  that  it  will  depofit 
in  its  courfe  any  noxious  foreign  matters. 


(b)  The  reader  will  recolle£l  that  the  author  de- 
fcribed  his  fublimate,  as  prepared  according  to 
Lemery's  method,  by  the  affiflance  of  the  nitrous 
acid. 

This 
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This  mercury  is,  therefore,  the  only  one 
which  ought  to  be  employed  in  the  treat- 
ment of  venereal  patients,  either  by  fumi- 
gations or  by  friftions. 

Third    OPERATION. 

"    Havins:  collefted  the  four  ounces  of 
crude  mercury,  which  refulted  from  each 
of  the  two  operations,  I  put  it  into  a  mar- 
ble mortar  that  I  had  taken  care  to  heat 
before  hand.     I  then  added  to  it  four 
ounces  of  pure  clay  in  powder,  and  tri- 
turated the  two  fubftances  together,  dur- 
ing about  four,  hours,  taking  care  now 
and   then  to  warm,  the  mortar.      This 
precaution  tends  greatly  to.  accelerate  the 
diviiion  of  the  mercurial  globules.     This 
mechanical  extinftion  or  diviiion  of  the 
mercury   ferves   no  other  purpofe   than 
that   of    increaiing    the    number    of  its 
moleculse,  and    by  multiplying  its  fur- 
face,    to    expofe   it   more   fully   to    the 
action   of  the    fire,    and  thus    raife  and 
divide  it  more  completely.     This  powder 
L  2  may 
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may  be  called  pulvis  mer  cur  talis  argilla- 
ceus;  argillaceous  mercurial  poicder. 

As  this  powder  contains  no  f aline  fub- 
fiance^  and  is  nothing  more  than  pure 
mercury  exceedingly  divided,  it  can  in 
no  way  offend  the  fenlible  and  delicate 
organs,  as  the  eyes,  lungs,  &c.  it  may 
therefore  be  employed  in  difeafes  of  the 
eyes,  face,  nofe,  mouth,  and  even  in  the  be- 
ginning of  phthifis.  It  may  like  wife  ferve 
to  increafe  the  quantity  of  loofe  mercury, 
by  mixing  fometimds  more  and  fometimes 
lefsof  it,  either  with  thej^?7z/'/^  or  thtmartial 
mercurial  powders,  which  may  likewife 
be  employed  alone  in  the  circumflances 
I  fhall  defcribe. 

The  venereal  difeafe  being  of  too  much 
importance  to  be  treated  by  perfons 
who  are  not  fkilled  in  the  profeffion,  I 
fhall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  differ- 
ent combinations  which  may  be  made  of 
thefe  remedies.  The  temperament  of 
the  patients,  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe, 
and  other  circumilances,  will  determine 

them 
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them  in  the  choice,  and  mixture  of  thefe 
medicines  and  in  the  var  iations  of  the  dofe 
to  be  employed.  Perfons  who  have  been 
accuftomed  to  the  treatment  of  venereal 
complaints,  will  very  eafily  acquire  this 
knowledge.  I  fhall,  therefore,  content 
myfelf  with  mentioning  fome  few  par- 
ticular circumfhances,  in  which  either 
of  thefe  powders  is  to  be  preferred. 

It  will  be  contended,  perhaps,  that  the 
firfl  and  fecond  of  thefe  fumigating  pow- 
ders, do  not  effentially^  differ  from  mer- 
curius  dulcis,  and,  therefore,  may  be  ex- 
pelled to  have  the  fame  properties.  This 
at  firil  view  may  feem  likely,  but  the  ex- 
periments I  have  made  with  thefe  three 
fubftances,  have  by  no  means  been  at- 
tended with  the  fame  fuccefs.  The  mer- 
curius  dulcis  not  only  inflames  with  lefs 
quicknefs,  and  afcends  more  flowly  than 
either  of  the  two  powders;  but  it  like- 
wife  diffufes  an  odor  of  marine  acid  in 
much  greater  abundance,  and  fometimes 
excites  cough.  This  proves  that  it  con- 
tains more  of  the  acid  than  our  powder. 

When 
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When  patients  have  been  treated  with 
the  mercurius  dulcis,  the  lymptoms  have 
difappeared  much  more  flowly,  and  I 
have  many  times  been  obhged  to  aban- 
don it,  and  to  have  recourfe  to  the  pow- 
der abov^e  defcribed,  to  complete  the  cure. 
I  cannot  doubt,  however,  but  that  corro- 
five  fubhmate  beinsj  firft  diflblved  and 
then  precipitated  by  fixed  alkah,  will,  if 
again  fublimed,  yield  truly  a  mercurius 
dulci'S ;  but  this  will  differ  from  our  pow- 
der, for  altho'  it  be  four  times  fublimed, 
it  ftill  diffufes  more  odor,  burns  more 
flowly,  and  affords  a  thicker  vapour.  Be- 
fides,  our  fumigating  powder  contains 
crude  mercury  divided  into  infinitely 
minute  globules  and  which  is  ftill  attach- 
ed, I  cannot  fay  by  what  means,  to  the 
faline  part  which  contains  the  leaft  quan- 
tity of  the  marine  acid  that  is  poflible. 

With  a  view  to  form  an  exa6l  com^ 
parifon  between  thefe  two  fubftances,  I 
made  the  following  experiments. 


Experiment 


C    79    ] 

Experiment  the  Firjl 

I  fublimed  our  fumigating  powder  in 
a  phial,  to  the  inner  and  upper  part  of 
which  the  mercury  eaiily  attached  itfelf, 
being  but  flightly  adherent  to  the  fahne 
part.  The  fait  was  next  fublimed  in  the 
form  of  minute  fpiculas,  of  a  white  colour; 
I  then  broke  the  phial  and  found  the  fpi- 
culse  ranged  towards  its  axis,  and  globu- 
les of  mercury  difperfed  here  and  there. 
After  collecting  every  thing  that  was 
within  lide  the  phial,  I  put  the  whole  into 
a  marble  mortar  and  triturated  it  tho- 
roughly ;  the  crude  mercury  foon  became 
reunited  to  the  faline  part,  and  the  pow- 
der was  lefs  grey  than  {before  the  fubli- 
mation ;  becaufe  fome  of  it  was  diffipated 
during  the  operation :  a  proof,  that  the 
grey  colour  is  proportioned  to  the  quan- 
tity of  crude  mercury  that  adheres  to  the 
faline  part. 

Experiment  the  Second, 

I  took  fome  mercurius  dulcis  that  had 
been  four  times  fublimed.     I  triturated 

it 
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it  with  crude  mercury,  and  the  powder 
became  of  a  grey  colour.    I  then  poured 
water  upon  it  to  feperate  the  mercury 
which  was  not  united  to  it,  and  when  I 
had  decantered  the  water,  and  dried  the 
powder,  I  found  the  colour  of  it  to  be  like 
that  of  our   powder :  but  it  was  not  fo 
bulky,  and  was  more  difpofed  to  form 
itfelf  into  globules.     When  fublimed  in  a 
phial,  it  afforded  the  fame  phenomena  as 
our  powder.     From  thefe  experiments  it 
appears,   that  altho'  there  is   an   appar- 
,  ent  fimilitude  between  the  two  compo- 
fitions,    they  feniibly    differ   from  each 
other.     Firjl,  Becaufe  the  mercury  which 
has  been  added  to  the  corrofive  fublimate 
for  the  making  of   mercurius  dulcis,   is 
common   mercury  and  therefore  liable 
to  be  impure.     Secondly,    That  which  is 
added  to  the  mercurius  dulcis,  to  give  it 
its  grey  colour,  is  perhaps  not  lefs  impure 
than  the  firft,  and  of  courfe,  this  remedy^ 
which  at  firfl  light  may  feem  to  be  the 
fame,  may  in  practice  have  very  differ- 
CI  t  eiTeds. 

My 
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My  health  not  having  permitted  me  to 
make  the  experiments  which  v/ould  be 
neceflfary  to  prove  theefficacy  of  thism^r- 
curius  dulcis,  and  my  procefs  being  neither 
more  difficult,  nor  expenfive  than  that  is, 
I  content  myfelf  with  defcribing  that 
method  which  has  always  fucceeded  with 
Ine. 

Fourth   OPERATION. 

Preparation  of  the  mercurial  Liquor. 

Take  half  an  ounce  of  the  fimple  mer- 
curial powder,  and  put  it  at  the  bottom 
of  a  glazed  earthen  pot;  pour  upon  it 
two  pints  of  diftilled  water ;  reduce  this 
quantity,  by  boiling,  to  a  pint,  taking  care 
to  place  the  pot  upon  the  fire  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  heat  may  be  chiefly  di- 
re6led  to  the  bottom  of  it :  the  liquor 
which  will  be  of  a  wliitifh  colour,  may 
be  then  fuffered  to  cool.  When  the 
fediment  is  completely  depofited,  the 
liquor,  which  is  to  be  repeatedly  filtered, 
till  it  is  clear  and  limpid,  will  be  found 
to  have  a  fomewhat  bitter  tafle. 

M  As 
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As  this  liquor  is  chiefly  intended  for 
internal  ufe,  it  is  of  confequence  to  know 
how  much  mercurial  fait  it  contains. 

ift.  Evaporate  it,  and  there  will  then 
appear  upon  its  furface  a  filver  like  pel- 
licle, which  will  preferve  the  fame  form 
till  all  the  water  is  evaporated.  What  re- 
mains at  the  bottom  of  the  veffel  after 
evaporation,  will  be  found  to  be  a  black- 
ifb  powder,  and  if  carefully  collected, 
will,  amount  to  about  eight  grains.  This 
is  a  foluble  mercurius  dulcis  of  a  flightly 
bitter  tafte.  This  fait  eafily  attrafts  hu- 
midity from  the  air,  and  feels  un6luous 
to  the  touch. 

2dly.  If  you  perform  the  fame  opera- 
tion with  river  water  that  has  been  Well 
filtered,  you  will  find  it  to  be  more 
bitter ;  and  the  pellicle,  which  will  form 
upon  its  furface,  during  the  evaporation, 
will  be  thicker  and  of  a  greyifh  colour. 
When  the  evaporation  is  finilhed,  there 
will  be  found  to  be  more  fait  than  in  the 
firfl  operation. 

3dly. 
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3dly.  If  you  fubmit  the  martial  mer* 
curial powder  to  the  fame  forms  in  diftil- 
led  water,  the  refult  will  be  the  fame  as 
in  the  operation.  No.  i,  with  this  differ- 
ence only,  that  the  pellicle  will  be  of  a 
more  varied  colour,  like  the  rainbow, 
in  which  the  red  will  predominate.  This 
feems  to  prove  the  pre  fence  of  iron. 

4thly.  If  you  do  this  with  very  limpid 
river  water,  inftead  of  didilled  water,  the 
refult  will  be  as  in  the  operation.  No  2. 
Thefe  powders  will  be  equally  ufeful, 
after  boiling  as  before,  for  the  purpofe 
of  fumigation. 

It  will  be  alledged,  perhaps,  that  the 
folutionof  thefe  powders  contains  corro- 
five  fublimate.  They  who  attend  to  the 
following  experiments,  will  fee  clearly, 
that  this  fuppofition  is  falfe. 

Experiment  1, 

If  we  pour  fixed  alkali  diffolved  in 
diililled  water,  on  a  folution  of  corrofive 

fub. 


C  84  ] 

fublimate,  likewife  made  in  diftilled 
water,  the  liquor  will  redden,  and  there 
will  be  a  red  precipitate.  This  precipi- 
tate is  then  the  true  lign  which  denotes 
the  exidence  of  corrofive  fublimate. 

'  Experiment  2. 

If  we  pour  the  fame  folution  o^  Jixed 
alkali  on  our  mercurial  liquor  made  with 
diftilled  water,  the  liquor  will  continue 
limpid,  and  will  not  change  its  colour :  a 
proof  that  it  does  not  contain  any  corro- 
five fublimate. 

Experiment  3. 

If  the  fame  folution  of  fixed  alkali  is 
added  to  river  water,  in  which  our fimple 
nnercurial  powder  has  been  boiled,  the 
water  will  whiten,  and  there  will  be 
found  at  the  bottom  of  the  veffel  a  light 
white  precipitate.  If  a  folution  of  the 
martial  mercurial  powder  is  fubmitted  to 
the  fame  proofs,  the  produce  will  be 
the  fame  as  that  with  the  fimple  mercurial 

powder ; 
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powder ;  notwithftanding  which,  thefe  fo- 
lutions  will  be  of  a  more  bitter  and  dif- 
agreeable  talle  than  that  of  th^fimple  mer- 
curial powder,  dilfolved  in  diftilled  water, 
fo  that  this  laft  will,  of  courfe,  in  every 
refpeft,.  deferve  the  preference  for  inter- 
nal ufe. 

If  flill  farther  proof  fhould  be  required 
of  the  non-exiftence  of  fublimate  in  our 
mercurial  powder,  it  willbeealily  found, 
by  comparing  the  refiduum  after  the  eva- 
poration of  our  mercurial  liquor,  with  the 
refiduum  after  the  evaporation  of  corro- 
live  fublimate  in  diftilled  water,  which 
continues  to  retain  its  faline  form,  and  ail 
its  corrofive  quality. 

It  will  be  afked,  perhaps,  why  there  is 
no  precipitation  from  the  mercurial  liquor 
prepared  with  diftilled  water,  as  well  as 
from  that  made  with  river  water.  This 
difference  feems  to  depend  on  the  earth 
contained  in  the  river  water.  In  river 
water  the  fixed  alkali  is  united  to  the  dif- 
ferent acids  combined  in  it  with  calca- 
reous 
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reous  earth,  which,  becoming  free,  unites 
itfelf  with  the  mercury,  and  is  precipitat- 
ed with  it  in  a  white  form.  The  effe6i:s 
of  thefe  mercurial  falts,  as  well  as  of  the 
panacea,  and  of  the  mercurius  dulcis,  will 
be  proportioned  to  their  folubility.  And 
it  has  been  proved,  that  they  are  fo  little 
foluble  in  diftilled  water,  as  to  require 
two  thou  fan d,  three  hundred  and  four 
parts  of  water,  to  dilTolve  one,  and  that 
even  then,  the  folution  required  a  long 
boiling.  For  limply  hot  water  diffolves 
no  part  of  them.  Thefe  falts  can  there- 
fore, not  be  diffolved  in  our  bodies,  and 
can  pafs  into  the  circulation  only  by  the 
help  of  a  very  abundant  liquid.  This 
anaiylis  farther  proves,  that  for  internal 
ufe,  our  mercurial  liquor  is  to  be  preferred 
to  corrofive  fublimate  for  reafons  before- 
mentioned.  It  will,  therefore,  be  of 
great  ufe  in  long  and  obftinate  difeafes 
v/hich  have  their  feat  chiefly  in  the  vif- 
cera.  It  will  likewife  be  very  ferviceable 
in  the  gonorrhea  in  both  fexes.  The  dofe 
may  be  from  one  ounce  to  four,  and 
even  more,  in  any  convenient  drink,  ad- 
apted 
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apted  to  the  circumftances  of  the  difeafe. 
As  each  ounce  of  this  hquor  contains  only 
a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  mercury,  we  may 
be  always  fure  of  the  quantity  that  is 
given ;  for,  altho'  the  boihng  Ihould  be 
'much  longer  continued,  a  pint  of  dillilled 
water  can  never  be  made  to  diffolve  more 
than  eight  grains  of  the  powder. 

This  remedy  may  be  given  without 
any  fear  of  injuring  the  patients  ftomach, 
or  occalioning  pains  of  the  bowels,  weak- 
nefs  or  faintings,  or  any  of  the  ordinary 
effects  of  corroiive  fublimate,  tho'  given 
in  the  fmallell  dofe. 

This  liquoi*  may  likewife  be  ufefully 
applied  to  wounds,  without  occalioning 
an  efchar,  or  it  may  be  thrown  up  in  the 
form  of  an  injedion  when  diluted  with 
barley  water,  &g. 

Altho'  in  every  refpecl  I  prefer  this 
mercurial  liquor  to  the  corrofive  fubli- 
mate,  I  by  no  means  think  it  ought,  in 
adults,  to  be  ufed  as  the  foie  antivenerial 

remedy. 
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remedy,  as  is  done  with  the  fublimate ; 
I  recommend  it  only  as  an  auxlHary, 
when  the  difeafe  is  obftinate,  and  do  in 
all  cafes  combine  its  ufe  with  fumiga- 
tion. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  however,  that 
this  liquor  will  be  very  ufeful  for  infants 
who  are  infe6led  with  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, and  that  it  may  alone  fuffice  in  many 
cafes  which  will  not  allow  of  fumigation. 

Altho'  I  think,  I  have  fufficiently  prov- 
ed, that  there  is  no  corrofive  fublimate  in 
our  mercurial  liquor,  I  am  far  from  fup- 
pofing,  that  I  have  explained  all  the  phe- 
nomena which  its  analyfis  affords ;  there 
are  fome  of  them,  which,  I  confefs  my- 
felf  unable  to  explain  fatisfa6i;orily. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  p.    X. 

Of  the  Vfc   of  the   different  fumigdting 
Powders* 

WHENEVER  the  Venereal  Dif. 
eafe  afFefts  the  furface  of  the  bo- 
dy, -by  occafioning  herpes,  blotches,  or 
other  eruptions,  chancres,  warts,  condylo^ 
mata,  &c.  I  make  iife  of  the  martial  mer- 
curial powder,  in  dofes  of  one  or  two 
drachms.  At  firfl,  I  furriigate  only  eve- 
ry other  day  ;  but  if  the  mouth  does  not^ 
become  afFeQ:ed,  and  the  gums  do  not 
fwell  or  become  fore,  I  repeait  the  fumi- 
gation two  days  together,  and  then  omit 
it  on  the  third.  When  thefe  exterior  ef- 
fects are  almoil  diffipated,  I  begin  to  ufe 
the  fimple  mercurial  poicder,  va  the  fame 
dofe,  as  the  other,  conftantly  noting  the 
effefts  of  the  remedy,  aind  increaling,  or 
diminifliing  the  dofe  of  it,  accordingly, 
I  continue  this  method,  till  after  all  the 
fymptoms  have  difappeared :  ufually  a- 
N  dopting 
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dopting,  in  this,  the  rule  which  experi- 
ence has  taught  us  in  the  cure  by  friftions. 

When  the  difeafe  has  afFe6led  the  eyes, 
the  face,  the  throat,  Sec.  I  prefer  the 
argillaceous  mercurial  powder  :  beginning 
with  dofes  of  half  a  drachm,  and  aug- 
menting them,  infenfibly,  to  a  drachm. 
I  do  not,  however,  trull  the  cure  to  the  lo- 
cal fumigation :  I  conftantly  apply  a  gene- 
ral fumigation,  immediately  after  the  lo- 
cal one,  but  with  a  lefs  dofe  of  the  pow- 
der, on  account  of  that  which  has  been 
Exhibited  jull  before. 

In  the  beginnings  of  Venereal  phthifis, 
1  ufe,  with  great  fuccefs,the  fame  argilla- 
ceous mercurial  powder,  and  I  pafs,  infen- 
fibly,  from  that,  to  the  ufe  of  the  fmiple 
mercurial  powder  \  efpecially,  if  the  pu- 
rulent expeftoration,  does  not  change  its 
nature  ;  and  there  is  no  diminition  of  the 
other  fymptoms.  In  cafes  of  glandular 
fwelling,  indurated  buboes,  or  fwelling 
of  the  tellicles,  with  or  without- fuppura- 

tion, 
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tion,  I  have  always  fucceeded  befl,  with 

the  martial  mercurial  powder. 

In  cafes  of  anchylolis  or  exofloiis,  I  pre- 
fer this  fame  martial  mercurial  powder, 
efpeciaily  when  the  pains  are  very  vio- 
lent, and  without  inflammation ;  but 
when  thefe  pains  are  appeafed,  I  mix  it, 
with  fuccefs,  with  equal  parts  of  the  ar^ 
gillaceous  mercurial  pozoder. 

In  cafes  of  gonorrhoea,  and  gleets,  in 
female  patients,  when  the  inflammation 
is,  in  fome'  meafure  diflfipated,  I  ufe  the 
fimple  mercurial  powder,  with  fuccefs  ;  the 
patient  being  feated  on  a  trelTel  or  Itool, 
which  will  be  defcribed  hereafter. 

The  Venereal  fymptoms,  which  are 
peculiar  to  v/omen,  are  lefs  diflSeult  to. 
cure,  by  this,  than  by  any  other  method. 
I  have  feen  exqrefcences  around  the  os 
uteri,  hard  tumours  of  the  uterus  itfelf, 
and,  foraetimes,  that  vifcus  become  ex- 
ceedingly voluminous,  accompanied,  at 
the  fame  time,  by  violent* pains,  and  a 
N  2  very 
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very  profufe  difcharge,  all  which,  are  the 
pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  a  confirmed 
pox,  I  have  feen,  I  fay,  all  thefe  yield  to 
the  fumigations  I  here  propofe.  I  will 
only  obferve,  that  when  the  fymptoms 
are  mitigated,  the  fumigations  may  be 
either  of  xh^fimple  mercurial  powder,  or  of 
the  martial  mercurial  potoder,  mixed  in 
equal  proportion  with  the  argillaceous 
mercurial  powdery  and  this  mixture  may 
be  continued  till  the  cure  is  compleated. 

If  it  fometimes  happens,  though,  I  be- 
lieve, it  very  rarely  will,  that  falivation 
is  thought  to  be  indifpenfably  necefTary, 
it  may  eafily  be  excited  by  fumigating 
for  feveral  days  without  intermiflion, 
with  a  ilronger  dofe  than  what  I  have 
prefcribed. 

It  is  of  confequence,  to  be  careful  to 
difperfe  the  powder  over  the  whole  furr 
face  of  the  fire,  that  all  of  it  may  inflame 
at  once ;  otherwife,  if  it  fhould  fall  in  one 
mafs,  a  part  of  it  only,  would,  perhaps, 
inflame,  the  refl;   might  be   apt   to  fail 

throusfh 
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through  the  grate  by  its  weight,  and  thus 
the  fumigation  would  be   an  imperfed; 
one. 

In  obftinate  gonorrhoeas,  fri6lions  are 
fometimes  advantageoufly  ufed,  but  the 
rubbing  the  ointment  along  the  perinasum 
and  urethra,  does  fometimes  excite  in- 
flammation, and  adds  to  the  difcharge, 
inftead  of  diminifhing  it.  I  prefer  fumi- 
gation, with  thc^fimple  mercurial  powder, 
to  friftion,  in  thefe  cafes ;  becaufe  the 
mercury,  when  applied  in  the  form  of 
vapor,  penetrates  the  parts  with  greater 
facility,  and  foftens  all  the  indurations 
of  the  urethra.  It  conftantly  happens, 
that,  foon  after  the  ufe  of  the  local  fumi- 
gations, the  matter  that  is  difcharged,  be- 
comes of  a  better  colour  and  coniiftence, 
and,  by  means  of  a  proper  regimen,  a 
cure  is  foon  effe6ted. 

Nor  is  the  method  lefs  ufeful  in  fiftu- 
las  in  perinceo,  which,  we  know,  are  fo 
often  theeffe61;s  of  inveterate  gonorrhoea, 
or,  in  induration  of  the  proftate,  which 
fometimes  caufes  Ilrangury,  and  even  re- 
ten- 
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tendon  of  the  urine.  In  thefe  cafes,  the 
ufe  of  the  bath  is  infufficient  for  alleviat- 
ing the  fymptoms: — but  fumigations  will 
be  found  to  produce  the  befl  effeds,  and 
after  they  have  been  feveral  times  repeat- 
ed, recourfe  may  be  had  to  the  ufe  of 
bougies;  and  thus,  by  their  united  aflift- 
ance,  will  a  cure  be  brought  about. 

How  many  women  are  there,  who, 
from  the  irregularity  of  their  hufbands, 
are  incommoded  with  a  naufeous  dif- 
charge,  that  flows  abundantly,  with  a  va- 
riety of  colours,  and  of  which  they  know 
not  the  fource  ?  how  many  other  women, 
after  having  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  con- 
tinue to  be  fubjeft  to  a  conflant  gleet  ? 
Thefe  difcharges  are  ufually  confounded 
with  the  fluor  albus  ;  but  fometimes  they 
communicate  infeHion,  and  in  almofi;  all^ 
are  the  effects  of  a  Venereal  taint.  I  have 
often  been  confulted  in  cafes  of  this 
fort,  and  having  fufpe6led  the  true  caufe 
of  the  difcharge,  have  advifed  the  ufe  of 
fumigations  with  the  martial  mercurial 
powder  as  being  the  mofl  aclive.      The 

itching 
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itching  and  difagreeable  fenfation  of  the 
vagina,  together  with  the  excoriations 
which  were  produced  by  the  acrid  hu* 
mour,  were  fbon  correded,  and  the  dif- 
charge  becoming  more  laudable,  was  in* 
fenfibly  fupprelTed. 

In  thofe  painful  exoftofes,  with  which 
the  arms,  the  legs,  and  even  the  ribs,  are 
fometimes  affeded,  it  is  impoifible  to  ap- 
ply frictions,  without  caufing  intolerable 
pain.  Nor  in  cafes  of  painful  anchylolis, 
can  we  ufe  fri^lions,  without  danger  of 
exciting  violent  inflammation  in  the  dif- 
eafed  joints. 

In  all  thefe  cafes,  I  confider  fumigation 
as  the  fole  means  of  deftroying  the  virus, 
which  being  imbibed  by  the  cellular  fub- 
ilance  of  the  bones,  and  by  the  cartilages 
and  capfular  ligaments  occafions  thefe 
diforders.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  both  lo- 
cal and  general  fumigations  will  be  ne- 
ceifary. 


It 
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It  fometimes  happens,  that  the  Vene- 
real virus  is  confined,  as  it  were,  to  a 
glandular  part,  or  in  follicles,  and  often 
remains  there  a  long  time,  without  pro- 
ducing the  fymptoms  of  Pox.  In  thefe 
cafes,  the  fumigating  vapor  is  particularly 
ufeful;  it  penetrates  the  part,  and  thus 
deftroys,  at  once,  the  feeds  of  the  difeafe, 
without  expofing  us  to  the  danger  of 
.throwing  back  into  the  circulation,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  friiSlions,  a  matter  which  pre- 
ferves  all  its  virulence,  and  which  may 
occafion  a  confirmed  lues. 

Often,  in  difeafes  from  obftrudion,  in 
which  I  fufpe6led  the  prefence  of  the  Ve- 
nereal virus,  I  have  been  unwilling  to 
hazard  fumigation,  until  I  could  acquire 
fome  certain  knowledge  from  the  pati- 
ent's confeffion ;  and  this,  not  becaufe  1 
feared  any  thing  from  the  effe6ls  of  the 
remedy,  but  becaufe,  in  very  doubtful 
cafes,  I  was  unwilling  that  its  inefficacy 
fhould  take  from  the  confidence  I  wifhed 
to  preferve  to  it,  as  being  an  exceedingly 

ufeful 
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ufeful  remedy,  in  cafes  that  are  not  equi- 
vocal ones. 

But  as  phyficians  will  now  be  able  to^ 
determine  on  the  good  or  badefFe^ls  which 
this  mild  and  penetrating  vapor  may  be 
liable  to  produce  in  cafes  of  glandular  ob- 
ftru6i:ions  ;  they  will  think,  perhaps,  as  1 
do,  that  it  ought  to  be  ufed  whenever 
there  is  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  a  Venereal 
taint. 


O  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XL 

Of  the  Preparation,  Regimen^  &c,  of  the 
Patient, 

A  L  T  H  O'  the  method  I  have  piopo- 
•^"^  fed  for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,  is  very  fimple  and  eafy,  there  are 
certain  neceffary  precautions  to  be  adopt- 
ed, not  only  as  to  what  concerns  the  pre- 
paration and  regimen  of  the  patient,  but 
like  wife  his  furgical  treatment,  when  his 
cafe  requires  it. 

In  cafes  of  recent  lues,  the  fumigation 
may  be  exhibited  without  any  previous 
preparation ;  but  the  patient  lliould  be 
direfted  to  a  mild  and  fimple  diet,  and 
be  conduced,  in  this  refpecl,  as  in  the  cure 
by  frictions. 

If  there  is  phymofis,  paraphymofis,  or 
phlegmonic  bubo,  after  bleeding,  the  pa- 
tient. 
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tient,  moderating  the  inflammation,  by  e- 
mollient  poultices;  and,  infhort,  perform- 
ing any  other  operations  that  the  furgeon 
may  think  neceffary;  immediate  recourfe 
may  be  had  to  fumigations,  which  may 
be  repeated  every  (or  every  other)  day, 
until  the  fymptoms  have  difappeared. 
This  rule,  which  is  a  general  one,  in  the 
cure  by  fri6lions,  ought  likewife  to  be 
common  to  the  treatment  by  fumiga-* 
tion. 

If  there  are  wounds  or  ulcers,  it  will  be 
right  to  dire8;  the  mercurial  vapor,  im- 
mediately to  the  part,  and  when  the  pa- 
tient comes  out  of  the  fumigation-box, 
fiich  dreffings  may  be  applied  to  the  ul- 
cers, as  are  ufual  in  the  cure  by  extinct 
tion. 

It  will  be  neceffary,  however,  to  ab- 
flain^  as  much  as  poffible,  from  t,he  ufe 
of  greafy  applications,  fuch  as  ointments, 
balfams,  and  plaflers,  efpecially  iri  the 
cafe  of  chancres,  warts,  and  condylo- 
mata. The  furgeon  will  do  better  to  ex- 
O  z  tirpate 


C    100    ] 

tirpate  the  warts,  and  touch  their  remains 
with  the  lapis  infernahs.  The  common 
apphcation  to  all  thefe,  may  be,  our  mer- 
curial liquor. 

In  all  cafes  of  local  affe6tion  which  re- 
quire dreffrngs,  I  am  accuftonied  to  fumi- 
gate the  difeafed  part,  before  the  applica- 
tion of  any  topics.  The  dofe  of  the  fimple 
mercurial  powder i  in  thefe  local  fumigati- 
ons, fliould  be,  from  eighteen  grains,  to 
half  a  drachm.  I  conduct  the  vapor  either 
through  a  ftrait,  or  a  curved  tube,  as  may 
be  moll  convenient ;  one  end  of  this  tube 
is  enlarged  to  the  fhape  of  a  funnel,  that 
the  vapor  may  enter  it  with  more  eafe. 
If  the  patient  has  received  a  general  fumi- 
gation in  the  morning,  the  other  is  gene- 
rally referved  till  night, 

Thefe  few  hints  will  be  fufficient  for 
the  experienced  praftitioner,  whofe  judg- 
ment will  lead  him  to  vary  the  treatment, 
as  unforefeen  circumflances,  in  the.  courfe 
of  the  difeafe,  may  feem  to  require.     The 

proper 
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proper  management  of  Venereal  com- 
plaints, is  a  matter  of  fo  much  real  im- 
portance to  fociety,  that  I  forbear  enter- 
ing into  unneceffary  details,  left  the  illite- 
rate and  enterpriiing,  fhould  make  an  im- 
proper ufe  of  notions,  which,  abftra&d 
from  the  principles  of  medical  fcience^ 
and  applied  at  random,  might  produce 
very  fatal  effefts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

Advantages  of  this,  over  other  Methods. 

VENTURE  to  flatter  my felf,  that 
this  method,  by  the  eafe  and  furety 
with  which  it  may  be  conduced,  will  be- 
come very  ufeful  to  fociety.  It  will  af- 
ford two  ufeful  obje6ls  of  oeconomy  to  the 
ftate  ;  one  of  which  will  relate  to  popula- 
tion, and  the  other  to  the  expence  of  treat- 
ing the  troops,  which  will  be  much  more 
inconfiderable,  by  this,  than  by  any  of  the 
other  methods. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Venereal  com- 
plaints, with  which  foldiers  are  attacked, 
may  be  treated  by  the  regimental  furge- 
ons  in  barracks  ;  and  they  only  need  be 
fent  to  the  hofpital,  who  are  confined  to 
their  beds,  by  any  local  complaint ;  or 
who  require  any  operation  to  be  perform- 
ed 
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ed  on  them.  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that, 
not  more  than  one  in  fix,  will  need  this. 
The  expence  will,  therefore,  be  five-fixths 
lefs ;  the  coil  of  the  remedy,  not  being  of 
fufficient  confequence,  to  be  brought  in- 
to the  calculation.  Many  of  the  foldier's 
days  in  the  hofpital,  will,  therefore,  be 
faved,  and,  of  courfe,  much  expence,  in 
the  articles  of  linen,  flannel,  ordinary 
medicines,  &c.  There  will,  likewife, 
be  another  more  interefling  advantage, 
which  will  be  that  of  feeing  the  patients 
recovering  their  health  and  flrength,  du- 
ring the  ufe  of  the  remedy,  and  becom- 
ing, very  fpeedily,  capable  of  duty. 

The  utility  of  this  method,  will  be  flill 
more  fenfibly  felt,  when  troops  are  in  ac- 
tual fervice.  The  furgeons  may  eafily 
fumigate  the  patients,  who  have  only 
chancres,  warts,  incipient  buboes,  &c.  or 
other  fymptoms  oPflight  lues  ;  and,  as  the 
patients  are  not  confined,  during  the  ufe 
of  the  fumigations,  but  are  at  liberty  to  go 
out,  as  ufual,  in  the  air,  this  alone,  would 
give  it  the  preference  to  the  cure  by  fric- 
tions ; 
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tions ;  as  even  when  this  is  done  by  ex- 
tinElion,  as  it  is  called,  the  patient  cannot 
always  expofe  himfelf  to  the  air,  with  im- 
punity. 

Amongft  a  great  number  of  pDor  pati- 
ents, whom  I  have  treated  gratis,  I  have 
feen  artifans,  and  fervants,  who  came  very 
early  in  the  morning,  to  receive  the  fumi- 
gation, and  then  went  about  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day : — neither  the  cold  of  Winter, 
nor  the  heat  of  Summer^  proved  any  ob- 
ftacle  to  their  cure. 

When  the  patients  have  lues,  combined 
with  fcorbutic  or  fcrophulous  diathefis,  or 
have  been  fubjeft  to  ferpiginous  eruptions* 
previous  to  infe6lion,  it  will  be  right  to 
join  to  the  fumigations,  the  ufe  of  anti- 
fcorbutic  remedies,  together  with  opening 
medicines,  fudorifics,  preparations  of  Heel, 
or  others,  that  the  Hate  of  the  patient  may 
indicate. 

If  we  fometimes  meet  with  Angu- 
larly  obftinate  cafes,  in  which  we  have 

feen 
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feen  certain  preparations  of  mercury  given 
with  fuccefs  after  the  ufe  of  friftions,  we 
m:iy  do  the  fame  here  :  exhibitino;  them, 
however,  with  great  caution,  and  not  till 
a  fufficient  number  of  fumigations  have 
been  apphed  to  deilroy  the  venereal  virus, 
which,  being  combined  with  other  caufes, 
renders  the  cafe  fo  difficult  of  cure.  In 
circumftances  which  may  feem  to  require 
the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  this  remedy 
may  be  very  advantageoufly  ufed  on 
the  fame  day  as  the  fumigation.  This 
combination  will  often  be  very  proper  in 
difeafes  of  the  fkin.  Bathing  cannot  be 
fo  efficacious  in  the  cure  by  frictions, 
when  the  fkin  is  covered  with  poma- 
tum. - 

Fumigation  feems  likewife  to  be  the 
belt  if  not  the  only  way  in  which  we  can 
apply  mercury  to  certain  parts  of  the 
body,  as  to  the  genitals  of  women,  for 
example,  the  fcrotum  of  men,  or  parts 
that  are  covered  with  hair,  and  where  the 
ufe  of  friction  excites  itching,  inflamma- 
tion, &c. 

P  in 
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In  fumigation,  the  whole  furface  of  the 
body  receives  a  fmall  portion  of  the  mer- 
cury at  the  fame  time,  whereas  in  the 
cure  by  friftions,  tlie  part  on  which  the 
mercury  is  rubbed,  is  alone  loaded  with 
it.  Befides,  in  friciions,  the  mercury  is 
never  rubbed  on  the  abdomen,  the  breaft, 
or  the  neck ;  whereas,  the  mercurial  vapor 
affefts  equally  all  thofe  parts,  and  the  air 
that  the  patient  breathes,  being  impreg- 
nated with  this  vapor,  carries  fome  por- 
tion of  it  into  the  lungs,  without  excit- 
ing the  lead  inconvenience. 

I  have  feen  fome  cafes  of  venereal  phthi- 
fis  in  the  firft,  and  fometimes  in  the  fecond 
flage,  cured  by  this  mercurial  vapor. 

The  lues,  whether  treated  by  fumiga- 
tion, or  by  frictions,  will,  in  general,  be 
more  or  lefs  tedious  in  its  cure.  In  every 
method  that  is  adopted,  the  cure  is  now 
and  then  imperfeft,  merely  becaufe  the 
patient  has  continued  it  during  too  fliort 
a  time.  Every  body  knows  that  the  va- 
riety of  temperament,  he  length  of  time 

the 
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the  patient  has  been  infefted,  the  great- 
er or  lefs    activity   of  the  virus,    will 
occafion  fo  many  variations  in  the  cure : 
and   that    a    radical    cure    can    in    no 
cafe  be  obtained,  until  the  mercury  (hall 
have  penetrated  the  fyftem,  and  operated 
certain   changes    in  it.      Thefe  changes 
will  depend  on  various  accidental  caufes, 
fuch  as  difference  of  fex,  &c.  In  fat  people 
they  will  be  more  flowly  efFe6led,  perhaps j 
than  in  lean  ones.    Upon  the  whole,  how- 
ever, I  believe  that  the  cure  will,  ceteris 
paribus,  be  performed  in  lefs  time  by  fu- 
migations than  by  extinction. 

In  ulcers  of  the  throat,  which  often 
erode  the  velum  pendulum  palati,  the 
palate  itfelf,  and  tonlils ;  and  which 
fometimes  fpread  to  the  epiglottis,  and 
caufe  hoarfenefs,  and  even  the  extin6lion 
of  the  voice,  ail  which  are  fo  many  fymp- 
toms  of  inveterate  lues  :  the  merclirial 
vapor  will  be  exceedingly  falutary,  by 
calming,  moderating,  and  foon  (lopping 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  We  know 
with  what  rapidity  thefe  foft  parts  are 
P  2  eroded 
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eroded  and  deftroyed,  and  how  foon  the 
thin  bones  of  the  nofe,  &c.  become  carious. 
Frictions  are  commonly  very  infufficient 
in  thefe  cafes,  the  evil  increafes  as  it  were 
under  the  remedy.  If  the  mercury,  as 
often  happens  in  fri6lions,  affecls  the 
mouth,  the  evil  is  rendered  much  worfe, 
and  the  miferabie  patient  fometimes  falls 
a  victim  to  it. 

The  fuoeriority  of  fumi2:ations  will  be 
evident  in  ulcerations  vv^ithin  the  cavi- 
ties of  the  nofe,  or  in  cafes  of  polypus 
concretion  there,  or  in  caries  of  the  max- 
illary finus,  ethmoidal  bones,  &c.  The 
pains  which  accompany  thefe  fymptoms 
are  commonly  very  foon  relieved  by  the 
mercurial  vapor. 

It  has  been  fometimes  thought  necef- 
fary  to  fumigate  with  cinnabar,  in  thefe  ca- 
fes, friftions  not-  having  been  found  to  re- 
lieve the  patient  with  fufficientquicknefs; 
but  we  have  already  obferved  the  fatal 
effects  which  may  be  expede'd  from  cin- 
nabar; whereas,  our  fumigating  remedy 
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is  inodorous,  and  may  be  breathed  with 
impunity.  I  have  employed  it  with  great 
fuccefs  in  Venereal  opthalmia,  which  of- 
ten follows  a  fuppreffion  of  gonorrhoea ; 
I  have,  in  thefe  cafes,  feen  the  eye-iids 
and  lachrymal  fac  become  tumid ;  the 
tranfparent  cornea  thickened,  and,  toge- 
ther with  the  flate  of  the  tunica  conjunc- 
tiva, threatening  the  lofs  of  the  eyes,  by 
the  corroding  atlivity  of-  the  Venereal 
humour,  which  flowed  from  all  thofe 
parts.  After  moderating  the  inflamma- 
tion by  vensefe^lion,  and  emollient  appli- 
cations, I  expofed  the  difeafed  parts  to  a 
local  fumigation,  but  without  omitting 
the  general  one  ;  and  by  thefe  means^ 
I  ufually  obtained  a  cure,  without  feeing 
any  return  of  the  difcharge  from  the  ure- 
thra, which  often  happens  by  the  other 
methods. 

A  prophylaclic,  has  long  been  a  defi- 
deratum  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  medicine  can  afford 
fuch  a  remedy.     I  believe,  however,  that 

fumi- 


fumigation,  applied  immediately  after 
impure  commerce,  may  acl  in  this  way. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  conlidered,  in  fome 
meafure,  as  a  prefervative,  though  I  by 
no  means,  fpeak  of  this  as  of  a  certainty. 
However,  as  it  exa6ls  only  a  mild  regi- 
men, and  requires  no  internal  remedy,  or 
confinement,  Sec.  they  who  have  had  a 
fufpicious  connexion,  will  not  helitate  to 
make  ufe  of  it.  The  fecrecy  with  which 
this  remedy  may  be  adopted,  will,  like- 
wife,  on  fome  occalions,  be  not  a  little  fa- 
vorable to  it. 

The  boafled  remedies  of  empiricifm, 
have,  perhaps,  been  as  pernicious  in  their 
effects  on  fociety,  as  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
itfelf.  Would  it,  therefore,  not  be  a  wife 
and  prudent  Hep  in  adminiflration,  to 
adopt  fome  method  which  may  tend  to 
flop  the progrefs  of  an  evil,  which  is  fo  fatal 
to  population.  It  would  feem  likely,  that 
eflablifhments  for  this  purpofe,  might  be 

made 
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made  in  all  the  principal  towns  in  the 
kingdom ;  and  they  would  not  be  ex  pen- 
live  ones. 

Hitherto  the  provinces,  and  the  capital 
itfelf,  have  been  without  fuchan  eftabliih- 
ment.  The  hofpital  of  Bicetre  is  the  on- 
ly one,  in  which  indigent  Venereal  pati- 
ents are  treated  gratis.  But  this  refource  is 
very  inadequate  to  the  number  of  unfor- 
tunate people,  who  would  wifh  to  be  ad- 
mitted :  and  how  many  die  every  year, 
for  want  of  fuch  affiftance  ?  By  the  limple 
method  I  have  propofed,  the  lives  of  our 
fellow-citizens  might  be  preferved,  and 
rendered  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  for  a  very 
trifling  expence  ;  and  we  might  be  ena- 
bled to  check,  if  not  to  put  a  flop  to  the 
propagation  of  the  difeafe. 

How  convenient  will  this  method  of 
cure  be  to  nurfes,  who  give  fuck  to  dif- 
eafed  children  ;  to  pregnant  women ;  and 
to  children,  who  bring  th^  infection  into 
the  world  with  them.  It  would  be  im- 
poflible  to  givethefe  infants  cprroiive  fub- 

limate 
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limate,  and  the  texture  of  their  fkin,  is 
too  dehcate  to  admit  of  frictions.  The 
mercurial  vapor,  is,  therefore,  the  only 
remedy,  which  can  preferve  them  from 
death. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIIL 

Of  the  mixed  Method  of  Cure, 

WISH  to  make  a  few  more  obfervati- 
ons  on  the  preference  which  mercury, 

applied  externally,  has  over  all  the  other 

methods. 

Many  eminent  phyiicians  have  begun 
the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea,  by  giving 
Keyfer's  pills ;  and  finding  them  infuf- 
licient  for  eradicating  an  old  taint,  have 
employed  frictions  with  a  view  to  accele- 
rate ihe  effecls  of  the  internal  remedy. 
This  wife  practice  has  often  produced 
very  good  effe6ls.  A  lefs  number  of  the 
pills  has  been  given,  and  the  accidents 
have  been  lefs  alarming.  The  fublimate 
has  likewife  been  ufed  in  the  fame  way, 
and  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  have  con- 

O  fiantly 
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llantly  yielded  much  fooner,  and  the 
patients  have  been  lefs  difordered,  than 
when  either  that  or  Keyfer's  pills  were 
ufed  alone. 

Is  it  then  to  either  of  thefe  two  that  the 
cure  i&  to  be  afcribed  in  thefe  cafes  ?  It 
appears  very  clearly,  that  without  the 
friftions,  the  difeafe  would  probably  have 
been  much  more  tedious,  and  more  dif- 
ficult of  cure,  and  the  fun6lions  more  af- 
fected. It  would,  therefore,  feem  then, 
as  if  the  fri6lions  have  the  greatefl:  claim 
to  the  merit  of  cure  here:  and  it  follows, 
that  mercury,  applied  externally,  is  the 
fureft  means  of  eradicating  the  venereal 
virus.  But  if,  a?  will  fometimes  happen, 
we  meet  with  cafes  of  inveterate  lues,  that 
are  obftinate  and  difficult  of  cure,  and 
which  feem  to  require  a  mixed  treat- 
ment, let  us,  at  lealt,  avoid  the  inconve- 
niencies  that  would  refult  from  the 
ufe  of  thefe  mercurial  falts,  the  ravages 
of  which,  we  have  already  expofed,  and 
if  mercury  is  to  be  given  internally,  let 
us  rather  give  the  mercurial  liquor  before 

defcribed. 
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defcribcd,  either  alone  or  mixed  with 
fyrup,  or  in  fome  other  fuitable  vehicle. 
I  have  often  given  two  three  and  four 
ounces  of  this  liquor  aday ;  but  as  I  con- 
fidered  it  only  as  an  auxiliary,  I  did  not 
the  lefs  expofe  my  patients  to  fumiga- 
tion. 

I  have  thus  fulfilled  the  objeft  I  had 
in  view,  when  I  began  this  work — The 
method  I  have  propofed  in  it,  is  the 
refult  of  much  experience,  and  I  wifh 
it  may  be'  productive  of  all  the  good  I 
have  reafon  to  expect  from  it,  after  hav- 
ing fo  long  and  fo  often  feen  itfucceed. 

I  prefent  it  to  my  fellow-citizens  as  a 
mark  of  my  efleem  for  them,  and  as  a 
proof  that  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  af- 
iiduity  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
public. — Others  who  are  purfuing  the 
fame  courfe,  v/iil,  perhaps,  go  farther 
than  I  have  done,  and  improve  on  the 
prefent  method,  or  difcover  others  which 
ihail  be  preferable  to  it,  I  exhort  them 
to  take  experience  for  their  guide,  and  to 
O  2  fub- 
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fubmit  their  cures  to  time,  for  it  is  he 
only  who  can  prove  their  infufficiency, 
or  confirm  their  utihty. 


CHAP.     XIV. 

Defcription  of  the  Machines,  &c.  necejfary 
for  Fumigation. 

^  I  'HE  ancients,  as  we  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  made  ufe  of  a  kind  of  tent 
for  the  purpofe  of  fumigation  ;  and  the 
patient  who  was  feated  under  it,  breathed 
the  vapor  of  the  pov\^der,  or  of  the  cakes 
that  were  thrown  upon  the  fire.  Thefe 
fumes,  which  were  often  very  thick,  and 
loaded  with  arfenical  and  conofive  par- 
ticles, deprived  himof  refpiration,  before 
the  whole  furface  of  the  body  had  been 
expofed  to  the  vapor.  Sometimes,  in- 
deed, his  head  was  without,  but  then  the 

vapor 
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vapor  pafTmg  eafily  thro'  the  cloth  which 
enveloped  him,  was  imperfedly  applied 
to  the  body,  and  the  patient  always  breath- 
ed enough  to  be  violently  incommoded 
by  it. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  all  thefe  incon- 
veniencies,  and  to  be  able  likewife  to  re- 
duce the  application  of  mercury,  to  the 
furface  of  the  body,  to  a  conftant  and  in- 
variable method,  I  contrived  a  machine, 
of  which  I  fhall  now  give  a  defcrip- 
tion^ 

It  is  an  oblong  fquare  box,  in  which 
the  patient  is  fhut  up :  he  fits  on  an  open 
feat,  and  this  feat  is  fo  contrived  as  to  be 
capable  of  being  raifed  or  lowered  as  the 
height  of  the  patient  rnay  require. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  box,  there  is  a 
fquare  hole  for  the  admifhon  of  the  fur- 
nace. On  a  level  with  the  bottom,  at 
one  of  the  fides  of  the  box,  there  is  an 
opening  with   a    Hiding    door,    through 

which 
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which  the  powder  is  to  be  thrown  on  the 
fire. 

At  the  top  of  the  box  there  is  an- 
other opening  which  fhuts  hkewife, 
with  a  fliding  door— this  is  for  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  patients  head  and  neck.  That 
the  vapor  may  be  more  completely  re- 
tained within  the  box,  it  is  right  to  pufli 
the  flidmg  door  clofe  to  the  patients  neck, 
and  to  put  a  napkin  flightly  round  it. 

When  it  is  necelTary  to  give  particular 
fumigations  to  the  parts  of  generation  of 
either  fex,  one  of  the  treflels  may  be  ufed. 
It  feems  unneceffary  to  defcribe  thefe, 
as  they  are  reprefented  with  great  exa6l- 
nefs  by  the  engraver.  The  kind  of  fur- 
nace which  is  neceffary  for  the  box,  and 
for  the  trelTel,  is  likewife  reprefented  in 
the  fame  plate. 

In  hofpitals,  where  it  will  be  often  re- 
quired to  fumigate  many  patients  at  once, 
it  is  neceifary  that  the  place  fhouldbe  fo 
difpofed,  as  that  there  be  at  each  extre^ 
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mity  of  the  piece,  under  the  platform,  an 
opening  through  which  the  vapor  may  be 
drawn  by  the  currentof  air.  This  open- 
ing (hould  be  furniflied  with  a  Aiding 
door,  that  it  may  be  fliut  when  there  is 
occafion.  It  will  be  neceflary,  like  wife, 
to  feparate  the  piece  according  to  its 
length,  by  a  partition  ;  and  there  mull  be 
a  door  at  each  er^d.  'i  he  partition  mull:  be 
fo  difpofed,  that  the  opening  made  at  the ' 
bottom  of  the  box,  to  a  miit  the  current  of 
air,  may  correfpond  with  an  ope'img  in 
the  partition.  This  too,  as  well  as  the 
others  muil  be  furniihed  with  a  Aiding 
door. 

In  large  hofpitals,  machines  of  this  kind 
might  be  conftrucled  of  more  durable 
materials  than  wood,  and  as  they  would 
not  be  required  to  be  moveable,  they 
might  be  made  of  brick  work. 


CASES 


ALTHO'  a  very  long  experience  had 
convincedme  of  the  fuperior  efficacy 
of  the  method  of  cure  defcribed  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  I  was  unwilHng  to  pre- 
fent  it  to  the  pubhc  until  fome  of  the  moil 
eminent  phylicians  and  furgeons,  together 
with  feveral  general  officers,  had  been 
witnefTes  of  its  fuccefs. 

I  therefore,  in  the  month  of  Augufl; 
1772,  eilablilhed  a  private  hofpital  in 
which  I  gave  lodging,  nourifliment.  Sec, 

to 


tx)  a  number  of  venereal  patients.  To 
this  hofpital,  I  invited  the  following  gen- 
tlemen. 

Drs.  De  Vernage,  of  the  faculty  of  phyfic 
at  Paris. 

Belletefte,    phyfician  to    the  Hotel 

Dieu,  at  Paris. 
Bercher,  phyfician  to  the  army,  and 

likewife    firft    phyfician    to   the 

Hotel  Dieu,  at  Paris. 

Munier,  phyfician  to  the  hofpital  of 

Invalids. 
Mac  Mahon,  phyfician  to  the  Royal 

Military  fchool. 

Holly,  of  the  faculty  of  phyfic  at 
Paris. 

Maloet,  phyfician  to  the  hofpital  of 
Charity. 

Le  Thieullier,  dean  of  the  faculty. 

Thierry  de  Bufly,  phyfician  to  the 
hofpital  of  Charity. 

Dumangin,  of  the  faculty  of  phyfic 
at  Paris. 

R  Vicq. 
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Vicq.  D'Azyr  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences,  &c. 

Lalouette,  jun.  of  the  faculty  of 
phyfic  at  Paris,  who  had  the  care 
of  this  httle  hofpitaL 

Meffrs.  Moreau,    furgeon  major    to  the 
Hotel  Dieu. 

Du  Fouarre,    furgeon   major   to 
the  French  guards. 

Sabatier,    furgeon  major  to   the 
Invalids. 

Pipelet,  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Surgery. 

Majault,  principal  furgeon  to  the 
Count  D'Artois,  &c. 

Chambon,  furgeon  to  the  hofpital 
for  the  French  guards. 

Silvy,  furgeon  to  the  Queen.  This 
gentleman  undertook  the  fur- 
gical  care  of  the  hofpital. 

The 
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The  above  gentlemen  vifited  the  pati- 
tients  at  their  entrance,  during  the  cure, 
and  at  their  going  out. 

Amonorfl  the  sfeneral  officers  who  were 
fo  obhging  as  to  attend  occalionally.  I 
fliall  name  only  thofe  who  have  permitted 
me  to  give  their  names  to  the  public,  and 
thefe  are 

The  Count  D'Herouville 
The  Marquis  de  Roquepine 
The  Count  deSaluces 
The  Chevalier  D'  Arcy 
The  Chevalier  de  Bongard 
The  Chevaher  D'Elbe. 

The  reader  will  be  fo  good  as  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  following  reports  were 
haftily  written  at  the  time  the  patients 
were  examined,  and  were  ligned  by  the 
viliting  phyficians  and  furgeons.  I  have 
Tiot  made  the  lead  alteration  in  them,  be- 
caufe  it  could  not  have  been  done  without 
violating  a  fort  ofrefpeft  which  is  due  to. 
ads  of  this 'kind. 

R  2  If 
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If  I  have  fupprelfed  the  names  of  the 
patients,  tho'  infcribed  in  the  reports^ 
the  omiflion  proceeds  from  the  tendernefs 
due  to  them,  and  from  an  unwilhngnefs 
to  difclofe  a  fecret,  confided,  as  it  were, 
to  the  difcretion  which  is  very  proper- 
ty expedcd  from  one  of  my  profef- 
fion. 


REPORTS, 


REPORTS. 


Patients  entered   on    Tuefday  Augitft  ii, 
1772. 


"■"■"■^-■'iriimiiiiiii.iiii 


C  Tephen aged  19  years,  infefted 

^  feven  months  ago,  had  at  firft  a  gon- 
orrhoea, which  continued  12  days.  When 
this  flopt  he  expofed  himfelf  again  to  in- 
fection. He  had  then  a  phymofis,  with 
a  bubo  which  flill  fubfifts  with  much 
induration;  together  with  a  large  deep 
chancre  which  extends  to  the  corona 
glandis. 

Louis 
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Louis  — — —  21  years  of  age,  had  a 
gonorrhoea  nine  months  ago,  which  dif- 
charged  during  a  month,  and  for  which 
he  took  no  medicine.  Some  time  after- 
wards he  had  blotches  on  different  parts 
of  his  body,  of  which  there  remain  only 
a  few  about  the  fcrotum. 

During  four  months  after  the  fuppref- 
lion  of  the  gonorrhoea,  he  took  fome  kind 
of  pills,  to  the  amount  of  ten  a  day,  and 
ptifans,  which  purged  him,  eind  occafioned 
violent  colic.  Notwithflanding  thefe  re- 
medies, the  maxillary  glands  fwelled ;  on 
one  lide  of  the  face  they  fuppurated,  and 
on  the  other,  there  is  a  fenfible  fluctua- 
tion. 

He  has  likewife  excoriations  on  the 
glans  penis,  and  complains  of  nQ6lurn^l 
pains. 


Jofeph   • aged   40    years,     had 

chancres  and  a  bubo  twelve  years  ago,  of 
which  he  was  cured.  Four  years  ago,  he 
had  a  gonorrhoea  and  chancres,  for  wiiich 

he 
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he  took  medicines.  Sec.  and  thought  him- 
felf  cured. 

Without  having  expofed  himfelf  anew, 
he  felt  himfelf  attacked  with  dull  pains, 
in  his  right  leg,  which  have  infenfibly 
increafed  of  late,  and  there  has  appeared 
an  exoftofis  in  the  lower  and  fmaller  part 
of  the  tibia.  He  complains  of  pains  in  his 
limbs,  and  fmall  of  his  back.  For  15 
days  pad  he  has  felt  pains  in  his  right  ear, 
and  has  a  purulent  difcharge  from  it.  His 
gums  are  fwelled.     Scurvy  fufpefted. 


John  Baptifte 22  years  of  age, 

had  four  years  ago,  gonorrhoea  with  chor- 
dee.  He  paffed  blood,  and  was  under 
no  treatment.  The  difcharge  continued 
two  years,  during  which  time  he  cohabit- 
ed with  a  woman:  at  length  the  difcharge 
fiopt  without  any  remedy.  He  had 
blotches  over  the  whole  body,  which 
were  fucceeded  by  a  quotidian  fever 
which  laded  eight  months,  with  fwelling 
of  the  fpleen  and  other  adjacent  parts. 
This    fwelling   continued    the    fame  till 

within 
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within  this  month,  fince  which  time  it 
has  fenfibly  augmented,  fo  that  it  now' 
forms  a  very  con  fide  rable  tumour. 

Note,  that  this  tumor  may  not  be  ve- 
nereaL 

He  expofed  himfelf  afrefh  in  08;ober 
laft,  and  his  gonorrhoea  came  on  again,  with 
warts.  The  difcharge  having  ftopt  with- 
out remedies,  he  hazarded  infection  again. 
About  a  month  ago,  a  bubo  appeared  in 
the  left  groin,  with  fwelhng  of  the  neigh- 
bouring glands.  He  has  hkewife  a  con- 
fiderable  chancre,  eroding  the  upper  part 
oftheglans.  Sleeps  but  httle,  has  pains 
over  the  whole  body. 


Henry aged  42  years,  had  about 

ten  years  ago,  gonorrhoea,  followed  by 
hernia  humoralis.  He  was  falivated  in 
the  Bicetre  hofpital. 

This  patient  was  fent  back  to  the  Bi- 
cetre, on  account  of  a  diforder  of  the 
urethra,  which  required  bougies. 


Peter 
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Peter  John — •  aged  22  years,  had  a 

chancre  fix  months  ago,  with  paraphy- 
mofis,  which  deftroyed  part  of  the  pre- 
puce; This  difeaCe  has  been  done  no- 
thing for.  Five  months  ago  he  had  a 
bubo,  which  has  fuppurated  repeatedly, 
and  ftill  difcharges,  and  is  attended  with 
indurations.  Thefe  indurations  are  now 
the  only  fyniptoms. 


Peter  fi —  aged  2d  years,  had  a 

gonorrhoea  two  years  ago,  for  which  no- 
thing was  done.  The  difcharge  infenfibly 
diminilhed  till  he  renewed  the  infedion, 
and  had  chancres  with  gonorrhoea.  Soon 
afterwards  the  glands  of  the  right  groin 
fwelled,  and  formed  a  bubo  which  came  to 
fuppuration  about  15  days  ago.  The  run- 
ning from  the  urethra  flill  continues.  He 
has  a  little  chancre  on  the  prepuce ;  and 
pains  in  all  his  limbs,  and  particularly 
acute  ones  in  his  right  leg^  a  little  below 
his  knee.  The  pains  were  more  violent 
before  the  bubo  fuppurated.  Has  nbftur- 
nal  pains  of  the  head. 

S  Henry 
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Henry  A aged  20  years,  was  at- 
tacked fix  weeks  ago  with  phymofis, 
chancres  that  fuppurated  much,  and 
fwelhng  of  the  glands  of  the  groin,  has 
pains  in  all  his  hmbs. 


Luke  B aged  25  years,  has  been 

ill  two  years  and  a  half  with  gonorrhoea, 
which  has  afforded  a  conflant  difcharge, 
has  had  fwelling  in  the  groin.  He  has 
taken  pills  and  ptifans,  which  occafioned 
violent  pains  in  the  flomach,  together  with 
naufea.  After  taking  thefe  remedies  fix 
weeks,  he  had  conftant  vomiting.  He 
was  then  put  upon  another  courfe  during 
two  months.  The  gonorrhoea  being  then 
fuppreffed,  he  was  attacked  with  hernia 
humoralis,  and  has  fince  had  chancres  and 
phymofis,  which  ftill  fubfift,  together 
with  pains  in  his  limbs,  and  particularly 
in  his  loins,  fo  as  to  be  unable  to  continue 
long  in  bed. 

Signed.     Devernage 
Belletre 
Moreau 

Munier 
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Munier 

Vicq.  D'Azyr 

Dufouarre 

Mac  Mahon 

Bercher 

Silvy 

Maloet 

Sabatier 

Dumangin 

Majault, 

Louis  D— — -  aged  23  years,  came  in 
September  4th,  1772,  has  been  iU  five 
months  with  a  conliderable  bubo  in  the 
left  groin,  which  ilill  fubfifts,  and  hg^s 
fuppurated  a  httle.  The  patient  com* 
plains  of  pains  in  his  limbs  which  hinder 
his  workinof. 


Michael  D— aged  42  years,  came 

in  the  4th  September  1772.  Has  been 
infected  four  years  and  a  half.  Had  at 
fir  ft  a  chancre  of  the  fize  of  a  ihilling, 
on  the  prepuce,  for  which  nothing  was 
done.  Since  that  time  till  about  four 
months  ago,  he  had  naw  and  then  an 
S  ^  erup^ 
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eruption  on  the  fkin,  which  then  became 
fo  general,  as  to  cover  the  greateft  part  of 
his  body.  Thefe  eruptions  rofe  upon  the 
fkin  and  difcharged  matter.  He  has  now 
one  very  large  one  of  this  fort  in  his  right 
ear,  another  large  and  deep  one  in  the 
left  noftril,  feveral  other  large  ones  on  his 
face,  arms,  bread,  and  abdomen,  belides 
an  infinite  number  of  fmallerjpnes. 

Since  the  eruption  of  thefe  puftules,  he 
has  had  much  pain  in  his  arms,  legs,  and 
loins,  with  a  tremor  of  all  his  limbs,  fo  as 
to  have  been  unable  to  walk.  Violent 
nofturnal  pains,  and  almoft  total  want  of 
ileep. 


John  G -26  years   of  age,  came 

in  the  4th  of  September  1772.  Had  a 
gonorrhoea  with  chordees,  about  a  year 
ago,  which  was  treated  during  three 
months  by  the  fublimate,  friftions  and 
mercurial  pills  when  the  difcharge 
Hopped.  The  patient  expofed  himfelf 
to  infecllon,  and  contrafted  a  frefh  gon- 
orrhoea 
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orrhoea  which  continued  only  a  few  days, 
and  he  pafifed  feme  blood  from  the  ure- 
thra. In  February  laft,  he  contra6ted 
another  which  lafled  fix  weeks,  and  was 
lij^ewife  treated  with  fublimate.  The 
4ifcharge  then  flppped,  and  there  appear- 
ed chancres  on  the  prepuce  which  lafted 
four  months.  Thefe  had  no  fopner  difap- 
peared  than  the  patient  expofed  himfelf 
anew,  and  foon  afterwards  had  two  bu- 
boes, which  degenerated  into  ill  conditi- 
oned ulcers.  Thefe,  together  with  a  run- 
ning from  the  urethra,  which,  for  this 
month  pafl  has  been  very  abundant,  con- 
flitute  his  prpfent  complaints.  He  com- 
plains of  pains  in  all  his  limbs.  Thefe 
pains  increafe  during  the  night,  and  pre- 
vent his  fleeping. 

Signed,     Du  Vernage 
Munier 
Silvy 
Holly 
Maloet 
Mac  Mahon 

Du 
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Du  Fouarre 
Vicq.  D'Azyr 
Dumangin. 


jrancis  Marin  H aged  24  years, 

has  been  ill  two  months,  had  two  years 
and  a  half  ago,  a  gonorrhoea  with  chordee, 
which  was  fucceededby  hernia  humoralis. 
There  remain  even  now,  a  fwelling  of 
the  tetticles,  and  induration  of  the  in- 
guinal glands.  He  has  like  wife  a  phymo- 
hs,  with  many  chancres. 


Peter  Sto aged   24    years,  had 

three  years  ago,  a  gonorrhoea,  which  dif- 
charged  during  fix  months,  and  flopped 
of  itfelf,  but  has  occafionally  difappeared. 
He  has  now  a  phymofis,  a  wart  at  the 
extremity  of  the  glans,  and  a  large  and 
hard  bubo  in  his  right  groin. 


John  Vin aged  23  years,  about 

five  years  ago  had  a  gonorrhoea,  which  he 
cured  himfelf.  Three  years  ago  received 
a  freih  infeelion,  and  had  a  bubo,  which 
fuppurated,  and  he  then  took  medicines. 

Some- 
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Sometime  afterwards,  he  was  attacked 
with  pains  in  his  leg,  on  the  fame  fide. 
A  year  ago,  he  had  a  frefh  gonorrhoea, 
which  lafhed  four  months  without  being 
treated,  and  he  afterwards  had  chancres, 
and  a  bubo  in  his  left  groin. 

Has  a  great  many  fmall  chancres  at 
the  end  of  the  prepuce,  which  is  con- 
trafted  and  fwelled.  Small  blotches 
over  his  whole  body. 


Jacques  Joachim  L -,  aged  26  years, 

has  been  ill  eighteen  months.  At  firll  he 
had  luppuration  in  the  reftum,  and  erup- 
tions about  the  anus,  which  continued 
during  fix  months.  Other  eruptions  ap- 
peared on  his  head,  and  about  the  parts 
of  generation,  and  then  warts  on  the 
glans  penis. 

.  He  has  now  large  blotches  on  his  front, 
neck,  and  chin;  and  ulcers  under  the 
anus,  one  of  which  is  very  large  and 
deep. 

Signed, 
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Signed.  DeVernagfe 
Dufouarre 
Vicq.  D'Azyr 
Silvy 
Bercher 
Miinier 
Moreau 
Hofly 
Sabatier 

Macmahon  ' 

Pipelet 
Maloet 
Majault 

Patients  admitted  2^d  qfO^ober,  1772. 

Peter  Bo aged  20  years,  has  been 

ill  a  year.  Had  at  firft  a  gonorrhoea  which 
continued  fix  months.  This  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  great  number  of  warts  on 
the  prepuce  and  glans  penis.  He  has  now  a 
fwelling  of  the  glands  in  the  left  groin, 
and  pains  in  his  limbs. 


William  G aged  1 8  years,  was  in- 

fe6led  two  years  ago^andhada gonorrhoea 

which 
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which  hcis  flopped  feveral  times :  but 
difcharges  now,  and  for  thefe  laid  four 
months  he  has  had  two  chancres  on  the  ex- 
treme part  of  the  prepuce,  which  is  much 
fwelled.  Has  a  bubo  in  the  right,  and 
fwelhng  of  the  glands  in  the  left  groin. 
Complains  of  pains  in  his  limbs,  and  waot 
of  fleep, 


Louis  M 31  years  of  age,  has 

been  ill  five  months  with  phymofis,  and 
indurations  within  the  prepuce,  where 
there  are,  probably,  either  chancres  or 
warts.  The  glands  of  the  groin  are  fwel- 
led, and  he  has  an  infinite  number  of 
blotches  in  his  face,  and  here  and  there 
on  other  parts  of  his  bodvo^ 


Peter  Cornelius  W— -  1  §  years  of  age, 
had  a  gonorrhoea  two  years  ago.  For  twa 
months  pad  he  has  had  a  large  and  very 
hard  bubo  in  the  right  groin.  Pains,  iii, 
his  limbs, 

T  ^        Johi^ 
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John  Gabriel  B 24  years  of  age^ 

two  years  ago  had  gonorrhoea,  chancres 
^nd  bubos.  Two  months  ago  there  ap- 
peared a  chancre  on  the  prepuce  near  the 
fraenum,  and  a  confiderable  bubo  in  the 
left  groin. 


John  Vo 19  years  of  age,  has  been 

ill  fifteen  months.  Had  at  firil  chancres, 
warts,  and  bubos.  Six  months  ago,  there 
appeared  chancres  around  the  glans  penis, 
which  are  much  diminifhed,  and  are  how 
*^61:ually  only  fimple  excoriations.  For 
two  months  pafthas  had  large  and  nume- 
rous condylomata,  between  the  thighs, 
and  around  the  anus. 


Charles  21    years  of  age,  has 

been  infeded  three  years,  and  has  had 
gonorrhofa,  chancres,  and  two  fmall 
bubos.  Complains  of  difficulty  in  mak- 
ing water,  and  of  pains  in  his  limbs. 

Signed, 
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Signed.     DeVernage 
Moreau 
Belletre 
Holly 
Dufouarre 
Bercher 
Sabatier 
Silvy 

Mac  Malion 
Maloet 
Le  Thieullier 
Pipelet 
Vicq.  D'Azyr 
Henry  de  BufTy 
Chambon, 

The  following  note  was  written. by  M, 
Sabatier. 

"  The  fix  firll  were  exceedingly  ill/' 


PATIENTS 


[    HO    ] 

PATIENTS  DISCHARGED 

the  23d  of  September. 

Stephen 19  years,  Sec.  (c). 

Luke  B aged  2^ years,  &c. 

After  having  examined  the  above  two 
patients,  we  atteit  their  being  cured. 

Signed.    DeVernage 
Dufouane 
Bercher 
Maloet 
Pipelet 
Vicq.  D'Azyr 
Silvy 
Moreau 
MacMahon 
Majault 
Munier 

ThierrydeBuITy 
Holly 
Dumangin 
Sabatier 


[c)  In  the  original,  each  patients  cafe  is  here  again 
tranfcribed  verbatim  from  the  report  at  admiflion.  It 
ivas  not:hought  neceffary  to  do  this  in  the  tranflation. 

Oc- 
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06lober  21. 

jofcph —  aged  40  years. 

Peter  John aged  22  years. 

Kenry  A aged  20  years.  Sec, 

Michael  D- aged  42  years,  &c. 

Francis  Marin  H— —  aged  24  years* 

John  G- aged  26  years,  &c* 

Louis  D — - —  aged  23  years. 
James    Joachim  L— — •  aged    26 
years.  &c. 

We  the  under  written,  certify,  that  hav- 
ing viiited  the  above  patients,  we  find  no 
longer  any  of  the  fymptoms  that  had 
been  remarked  in  each  of  them,  at  their 
admilTion:  at  Paris  this  2ifl  of  Odober 
1772.    ■ 

Signed.     De  Vernage 
Moreau 
Holly 
Bercher 
Maloet, 
Du  Fouarre 
Le  Thieullier 

Vicq. 
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Vicq.  Azyr 

Sabatier 

Mac  Mahon 

Silvy 

Belletefte 

Chambon 

Thierry  de  Bufly 

Pipelet, 


26th  of  December  1772. 

Peter  Cornelius  W— —  aged  18  years, 

John  Vo aged  19  years. 

Louis  B aged  21  years. 

John  Baptifle aged  22  years. 

Charles aged  21  years. 

Louis  M aged  31  years. 

John  Gabriel  B — —  aged  24  years. 

William  G ■  aged  1 8  years, 

Peter  Bo aged  20  years. 

John  Vin aged  23  years. 

Peter  Sto —  aged  24  years. 

We 


C   143  3 

We  the  underwritten,  having  examined 
the  above  patients,  and  finding  that  all 
their  fymptoms  have  difappeared,  do  cer« 
tify  them  to  be  cured.  At  Paris  this  lytb 
of  December  1772. 

figned.     DeVernage 
Belletete 
Bercher 
Mac  Mahon 
Dumangin 
Hofty 
Maloet 
LeThieulher 
Vicq.  D'Azyr 
Thierry  deBufTy 
Silvy, 


Peter  D  aged  22  years. 

Is  reheved  from  the  principal  fymp- 
toms of  general  lues,  but  with  refpe6l  to 
fome  remains  of  local  difeafe,  there  are 

fome 
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fome    doubts    of    his    being    perfe<?il7 
cured. 

Signed.    Hofly 
Maloet 
Bercher 
Vicq.  D'Azyr 
SiJvy. 
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EXPLANATI  ON 


OF    THE 


PLATES 


PLATE       L 

fig.  1.     A       B.  Elevation  of  the  fumi- 
-^^~^»  gating  box. 

F,  The  furnace. 


Fio-.  2.  Internal  view  of  the  fame, 

L  The  Aiding  door,  through  which 
the  fumigating  powder  is  intro- 
duced. 

U  B.  The 
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D.  The  feat. 

H.  The  platform  of  the  box. 


Fig.  3.  The  upper  part  of  the  box. 

C.  the  iliding-board  for  the  paf- 


fage   of  the  neck. 


Fig.  4.  D.  The  feat,  fee  fig.  2.  D, 

E.  The  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the 
box  for  the  admiCion  of  the 
furnace, 

H.  The  bottom  of  the  box* 


Fig,  5.  The  feat  D,  detached  from  the 
box,  which  may  be  placed 
higher  or  lower  as  occafion  may- 
require,  by  means  of  the  grooves, 
fee  fig.  2.  D, 


Fig.  6.  F.  The  furnace. 

Q.  The  lid  of  the  furnace. 

In 
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In  ufing  this  furnace,  it  will  be  neccf- 
fary  to  ule  only  very  fmall  coals,  and  to 
the  height  of  not  more  than  two  inches. 
If  the  heat  is  too  great,  the  lid  of  the 
furnace  may  be  fhut. 


P    ^    AT    E       IL 

Trejfelsfor  local  Fumigation,  efpecially  for 
the  Parts  of  Generation  in  either  Sex, 

Fig.  1.  Elevation  of  the  trelTel. 

2.  Lateral  elevation. 

3.  Perfpeclive  elevation. 

4.  The  top  of  the  treflel. 

5.  Elevation  of  the   moveable  fup- 

porters  A.  A. 

U  2  Thefe 
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Thefe  fupporters  will,  in  wo- 
men, ferve  to  fupport  the  petti- 
coats ;  or  in  men,  whatever  is 
made  ufe  of  to  confine  the  va- 
por. 

6.  The  furnace. 

7.  Cylinder  for  fumigating  the  head* 
or  the  lungs.  The  holes  at  the 
bottom  of  the  cylinder,  are  to  ad- 
mit air  to  the  furnace. 

When  the  patients  have  their 
head  placed  over  the  cylinder,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  cover  them. 


PLATE       III. 

View  of  the  Chemical  Apparatus, 

fig.  1.  The  furnace. 

A.  The  alh-hole. 

B.  The  door  of  the  fire-place. 

C. 
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C.  The  neck  of  the  furnace. 

D.  The  tube. 

E.  E.  E.  E.  E.  Fivealudels. 

F.  Cover,    with    a  hole    in  the 
middle. 

G.  Table   to  fupport  the    appa- 
ratus. 

H.  Additional  board,  fecured  by- 
two  fcrews. 


Fig.  2.  A  cylindrical  cucurbit,  refem- 
blmg  that  which  is  placed  in 
the  furnace,  and  to  which  the 
tube  is  adapted. 


FINIS. 
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